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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKS OF EZRA & NEHEMIAH 


Romans 8:28 states that ALL things work together for good, for (ALL) those who 
love God, and for (ALL) those who are called according to His Divine Plan and (His 
Divine) Purpose. 

As we study these two books, we will see that both of these people were called by 
God, out of the misery & captivity in Babylon, to go back to Jerusalem, to perform 
two specific, but interconnected tasks. 

Both were called by God and had specific tasks to do, but both were also called, 
to be partners, to invigorate and encourage the returning Jews, and the people 
around them, to turn back to God and to study the scriptures, to a new level of 
depth, so that they could once again obey God’s word, in its entirety. 

It was during this searching of the scriptures, that they identified that they had 
not been performing one of the Mandatory feasts, commanded by God to Moses, 
and clearly written down in the law. This feast had not been performed in Israel 
for over 1,000 years, and this was quickly rectified. 

As we study these two books, may it be revealed to us, the Body of Christ, of 
anything that “The Church” has not been doing, according to His Divine Word, and 
like the Jews in Jerusalem, and all-of the other cities in Judah, this mistake will be 
quickly corrected, with confession, repentance, and thanksgiving. 


FOREWORD: EZRA 

The New Living Translation introduces the Book of Ezra as follows: Today young 
Israelis swagger on Tel Aviv’s sidewalks, while Orthodox Jews stride towards 
Jerusalem's Wailing Wall, and a young kibbutznik gives the signal that everything’s 
looking up again in Palestine ~ because the Jews are back home. 

It’s not the first time. In 539 p.c.2 the new Persian monarch Cyrus, having just 
conquered Babylon and inherited its captive Israelis, decreed that they could go 
back to their homeland. Rebuild the Temple, and create a Jewish society once 
more. Ezra, a priest, helped lead the happy migration, and he opens his book with 
Cyrus’ royal pronouncement. 

Ninety-two years later, Nehemiah gave up his post as the royal butler, to head for 
Jerusalem, and lead the rebuilding of the city wall ~ even though it meant working 


@ The Jerusalem Bible says 
538 B.C. 


around the clock for days on end. These two books tell of the fulfilling of much 
prophecy ~ a dream coming true, through the sweat and prayers of its dreamers. 
We must remember that these two books were originally written in the 
Chaldean language! 


EXPLANATORY CODES 


Code Explanation Comments 
[h]~ Hebrew meaning of the 
identified word 
[ch] ~ Chaldean meaning of the | Remember both of these 
identified word books were originally 


written in the Chaldean 
language and then 
translated into Hebrew, 
which explains why 
sometimes the spelling 
of the names vary 
slightly. 


[ar]~ Aramaic meaning of the 
identified word 


CHAPTER ONE: CYRUS ISSUES A ROYAL PROCLAMATION 


i; 2Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that he "made a proclamation throughout all-of his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying; 

2. Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia, The LORD God of Heaven has given me 
all-of the kingdoms of the earth; and he has ‘charged me to build him a 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

3: Who is there among you of all his people? His God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of LORD 
God of Israel, [“he is the God] which is in Jerusalem. 

4, And whosoever remains in any place where he sojourns, let the men of 
his place *help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 
beasts, beside the free-will offering for the House of God that is in 
Jerusalem. 

In the first year of the reign of King Cyrus of Persia, the LORD fulfilled Jeremiah’s 
prophecy. 


]. This was achieved by 
the LORD stirring up the spirit in Cyrus and causing him to issue a proclamation 
throughout his entire empire. He also decreed to have it recorded in the 
permanent records of the Realm. 

“Cyrus, King of Persia, hereby announces that Jehovah, the God of Heaven, who 
gave me my vast empire, has now given me the responsibility of building him a 
Temple in Jerusalem, in the land of Judah. All Jews, throughout the kingdom may 
now return to Jerusalem to rebuild this Temple of Jehovah, who is the God of 


a 


See verse 3 © Isaiah 44:28; 45:1,13 © [h]~ lift him up 
[h]~ caused a voice to pass d Daniel 6:26 


Israel and of Jerusalem. May His blessings rest upon you. Those Jews who do not 
return, should contribute towards the expenses of those that do, and also supply 
them with clothing, transportation, supplies for the journey, and a freewill offering 
for the Temple construction.” 

Di Then rose up the fathers of the Judah and Benjamin, and the Priests and 
the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build 
the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 

6. And all they that were about them @strengthened their hands with vessels 
of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, 
beside all that was willingly offered. 

Then God gave a great desire to the leaders of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
and the Priests and the Levites, to return to Jerusalem at once to rebuild the 
Temple. And all-of the Jewish exiles, who chose to remain in Persia, gave them 
whatever assistance they could, as well as gifts for the Temple. 

7; ’Also, Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the LORD, 
‘which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put 
them in the housed of his gods; 

8. Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath, 
the “treasurer, and numbered them unto °Sheshbazzar, the prince of 
Judah. 

9, And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand 
charges of silver, nine and twenty knives; 

10. Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort, four hundred and 
ten, and other vessels, a thousand. 

11. All-of the vessels of gold and silver were five thousand and four hundred. 
King Cyrus himself donated the gold bowls and other valuable items which king 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the Temple at Jerusalem and had placed them in 
the temple of his own gods. He instructed Mithredath, the treasurer of Persia, to 
present these gifts to Sheshbazzar, the leader of the exiles returning to Judah. 
The items donated included: 1,000 gold trays, 1,000 silver trays, 29 censors, 30 
bowls of solid gold, 2,410 silver bowls of various designs, and 1,000 miscellaneous 
items. In total there were 5,469 gold and silver items turned over to Sheshbazzar, 
to take back to Jerusalem. 


@ [h]~ that is, helped them © 2 Chronicles 36:7 © See 5:14 
> See 5:15; 6:5 4 See 7:21 


CHAPTER TWO: THE RETURNING EXILES 


A: Now *these are the children of the province that went out of the captivity, 
of those which had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came again unto Jerusalem 
and Judah, every one of them unto his city; 

2, Which came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, °Seraiah, ‘Reelaiah 
Mordecai, Bilshan, ¢Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of the 
men of the people of Israel. 

3. The children of Parosh, two thousand, one hundred & seventy-two. 

4. The children of Shephatiah, three hundred & seventy-two. 

5. The children of Arah, seven hundred & seventy-five. 

6. The children of Pahathmoab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two 
thousand, eight hundred & twelve 

7. The children of Elam, one thousand two hundred & fifty-four. 

8. The children of Zattu, nine hundred & forty-five. 

9. The children of Zaccai, seven hundred & sixty. 

10. The children of Bani, six hundred & forty-two. 

11. The children of Bebai, six hundred & twenty-three. 

12. The children of Azgad, one thousand, two hundred & twenty-two. 

13. The children of Adonikim, six hundred & sixty-six. 

14. The children of Bigvai, two thousand & fifty-six 

15. The children of Adin, four hundred & fifty-four. 

16. The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 

17. The children of Bezai, three hundred & twenty-three. 

18. The children of *Jorah, one hundred & twelve. 

19, The children of Hashum, two hundred & twenty-three. 

20. The children of ‘Gibbar, ninety-five. 

21, The children of Bethlehem, one hundred & twenty-three. 

22. The men of Netophah, fifty-six. 

23. The men of Anathoth, one hundred & twenty-eight. 

24. The children of Azmaveth, forty-two. 

25. The children of Kiriathaim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred & 
forty-three. 

26. The children of Ramah and Geba, six hundred & twenty-one. 

27. The men of Mishmash, one hundred & twenty-two. 

28. The men of Bethel, and Ai, two hundred & twenty-three. 

29, The children of Nebo, fifty-two. 

30. The children of Magbish, one hundred & fifty-six. 

31, The children of the other Elam, one thousand, two hundred & fifty-four. 

32, The children of Harim, three hundred & twenty. 

33, The children of Lod, 9Hadid, Ono, seven hundred & twenty-five. 

34, The children of Jericho, three hundred & forty-five. 

35, The children of Sanaa, three thousand, six hundred & thirty. 

36. The Priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred 
& seventy-three. 

@ See verse 70; Nehemiah 7: 6- [h]~ also known as Mispereth t [h]~ Or, Gibeon; Nehemiah 
73; Compare Esther: 5:4-46 © [h]~ Or, Hariph; Nehemiah 7:25 

> Th]~ also known as Azariah 7:24 9 [h]~ Or. Harid, in some 
© [h]~ also known as Raamiah copies. 


37. The children of Immer, one thousand & fifty-two. 

38. The children of Pashur, one thousand, two hundred & forty-seven. 

39, The children of Harim, one thousand & seventeen. 

40. The Levites: The children of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the children of 
Hodaviah, seventy-four. 

41. The Singers: The children of Asaph, one hundred & twenty-eight. 

42. The children of the porters: The children of Shallum, the children of 
Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, 
the children of Shobai, a total of one hundred & thirty-nine. 

43. The #Nethinim’s: The children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the 
children of Tabbaoth; 

44, The children of Keros, the children of Siaha, the children of Padon, 

45, The children of Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the children of Akkub, 

46. The children of Hagab, the children of Shalmai, the children of Hanan, 

47, The children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, 

48. The children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, 

49, The children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, the children of Besai, 

50. The children of Asnah, the children of Mehunim, the children of "Nephusim; 

51. The children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 

52. The children of Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 

53. The children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Thamar, 

54. The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 

55. The children of Solomon’s servants: the children of Sotai, the children 
of Sophereth, the children of Peruda, 

56. The children of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 

57. The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth 
of Zebaim, the children of Ami. 

58.  All-of the Nethinim’s, and the children of Solomon’s servants, were three 
hundred & ninety-two. 

59. And these were they that went up from Telmelah, Telharsa, Cherub, 
‘Addan, and Immer: but they could not show their father’s house, and 
their “seed, whether they were of Israel. 

60. The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six 
hundred & fifty-two. 

61. And the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of 
Koz, the children of Barzillai; which took a wife of the daughters of 
Barzillai, the Gileadite; and was called after their name; [these were the 
children of the priests who married outside of their tribe]. 

62. These sought their register among those that were reckoned by 
genealogy, but they were not found; therefore, © 

63. And the ‘Tirshatha said unto them that they 9should not eat of the most 
holy things, until there stood up a priest with "Urim and with Thummim. 

@ [h]~ “those who are given” ¢ Th]~ Or, pedigree * Th]~ Or, Governor 
> Th]~ Or, Nephishesim © [h]~ They were polluted 9 Leviticus 22:2, 10,15-16 
© [h]~ Or, Addon from the priesthood. " Exodus 28:30 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


rae 


The whole congregation was forty-two thousand, three 
hundred & sixty, 

Beside their servants and their maids, of whom there 
were seven thousand, three hundred & thirty-seven; 
and there were among them two hundred singing men 
and singing women. 

There horses were seven hundred & thirty-six; their mules two hundred & 
forty-five; 

Their camels, four hundred & thirty-five; their asses, six thousand, seven 
hundred & twenty. 

And some of the chiefs of the fathers, when they came to the House of the 

LORD, which is at Jerusalem, offered freely for the house of God to set it 
up in his place; 

They gave after their ability unto the treasure of the work one thousand & 
asixty “drams of gold, and five thousand pounds of silver, and one hundred 
priests’ garments. 

So, the Priests, and the Levites, and some of the people, and the singers, 
and the porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, and all-of Israel 
in their cities. 


CHAPTER THREE: THE ALTAR SETUP & THE FOUNDATIONS LAID 


1. ‘And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel were 
in the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to 
Jerusalem. 

2. Then stood up “Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, 
and °Zerubbabel, the son of ‘Shealtiel, and his brethren, and built the altar 
of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is 9written in the 
law of Moses, the man of God. 

3: And they set up the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon them because 
to the people of those countries; and they offered burnt offerings thereon 
unto the LORD, even burn offerings morning and evening. 

4, They kept also the "feast of Tabernacles, ‘as it is written, and offered /the 
daily burnt offerings by number, according to the custom, “as the duty of 
everyday required; 

Di And afterwards offered the 'continual burnt offerings, both "of the new 
moons, and of all the "set feasts of the LORD, that were consecrated, and 
of everyone that that willingly offered a free-will offering unto the LORD. 

@ Nehemiah 7:70-72 f Matthew 1:12; Luke 3:27; K [h]~ the matter of the day in 
> 4 Chronicles 29:7 called Salathiel his day 
© Nehemiah 7:73 3 Deuteronomy 12:5-6 ' Exodus 29:38 
4 Th]~ Or, Joshua: Haggai 1:1, " Nehemiah 8: 14,17; ™ Numbers 28:11 
12,14; 2:2,4; Zechariah _ Zechariah 14:16 " Numbers 29:39 
3:1,3,6,8 ' Leviticus 23:34 
© Matthew 1:12; Luke 3:27; J Numbers 29:12-38 


called Zorobabel. 


6. From the first day of the seventh month (Nisan) they began to offer burnt 
offerings unto the LORD. But *the foundation of the Temple was not yet 
laid. 

i. They gave money also unto the masons, and to the ’carpenters; and 
“meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to 
bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of “Joppa, *according to the 
grant that they had of Cyrus, King of Persia. 

During the month of September, everyone who had returned to Judah came to 
Jerusalem from their homes in the other towns. Then Jeshua, (son of Jozadak) 
with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel) and his clan, rebuilt the 
altar of the God of Israel; and sacrificed burnt offerings upon it, as instructed in 
the laws of Moses, the man of God. The altar was rebuilt on its old site, and it was 
used immediately to sacrifice morning and evening burnt offerings to the LORD; 
for the people were fearful of being attacked by the surrounding locals. 

And they celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles, as prescribed in the law of Moses, 
sacrificing the burnt offerings specified for each day of the feast. They also offered 
the special sacrifices required for the Sabbaths, the New Moon celebrations, and 
the other regular annual feasts of the LORD. 


Voluntary offerings of the people were also sacrificed. It was on the fifteenth day 
of September, 
] that the 


priests began sacrificing the burnt offerings to the LORD. [This was even before 
they began rebuilding the foundations of the Second Temple]. 

Then they hired masons and carpenters, and bought cedar logs from the people 
of Tyre and Sidon, paying for them with food, wine, and olive oil. The logs were 
brought down from the Lebanon mountains and floated along the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea to Joppa, for King Cyrus had included this provision in his 
grant. 

8. Now in the second year of their coming up unto the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, began ‘Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren and the 
Priests and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem: and appointed the Levites, from 9twenty years-old and 
upward, to set forward the work of the house of the LORD. 

9. Then stood Jeshua and his sons, and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, 
the sons of "Judah, ‘together, to set forward the workmen in the house of 
God: the sons of Henadad, with their sons, and their brethren, the Levites. 

10. And when the builders laid the foundations of the Temple of the LORD, 
they set the Priests Jin their apparel with ‘trumpets, and the Levites, the 
sons of Asaph with 'cymbals, to praise the LORD, “after the ordinance of 
David, King of Israel. 

11. And they "sang together by course, in praising and giving thanks unto the 
LORD; °because He is good, and His mercy endureth forever towards 
Israel. And all-of the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised 
the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 


3 Th]~ the Temple of the LORD f See verse 2 K 4 Chronicles 15:24 

., Was not yet founded. 3 4 Chronicles 23:24 ' 4 Chronicles 15:16 

. bys workmen  Th]~ Or, Hodaviah ™ 4 Chronicles 25:1-2 

; 1 Kings 5:6,9 ' Th]~ as one " Numbers 12:24 
Joshua 19:46 J 2:69 ° 1 Chronicles 16:34,41 

© See 1:2,3 
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12. But many of the Priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were 
ancient men, “that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many 
shouted aloud for joy: 

13. So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout from the noise 
of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, 
and the noise was heard afar off. 

The actual construction of the Temple began in June, of the second year after their 
arrival at Jerusalem. The workforce consisted of all those who had returned, and 
they were under the direction of Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel), Jeshua (son of 
Jozadak), and their fellow Priests and the Levites. 

The Levites who were twenty years old (or older) were appointed to supervise the 
workmen. The supervision for the whole project was given to Jeshua, Kadmiel, 
Henadad, and their sons and relatives, all-of whom were Levites. 

When the builders completed the foundation of the Temple, the Priests put on 
their priestly robes and blew their trumpets; and the descendants of Asaph 
crashed their cymbals to praise the LORD in the manner ordained by King David. 
They sang rounds of praise and thanks to God, singing this song; “He is good, and 
his love and mercy towards Israel will last forever.” Then all-of the people gave a 
great shout, praising God because the foundation of the Temple had been laid. 
But, many of the Priests and Levites, and other leaders ~ the old men who 
remembered Solomon's beautiful Temple [because they realised that this temple 
was not as glorious as the one that had been destroyed] ~ wept loudly, while 
others were shouting for joy! So, the shouting and the weeping mingled together 
in a loud commotion that could be heard from far away. 


CHAPTER FOUR: ISRAEL’S ENEMIES TRY TO STOP THE WORK 


cs Now when °the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that ‘the children 
of the captivity builded the Temple unto the LORD God of Israel: 

2. Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said 
unto them; Let us build with you; for we seek your God as you do; and 
we do sacrifice unto him ‘since the days of Esarhaddon, king of Assur, 
which brought us up here. 


3, But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them; You have nothing to do with us to build a house 
unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto the LORD God of 
Israel, as °King Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us. 

4, Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, 
and troubled them in building. 


5. And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days 
of (the reign of) Cyrus, king of Persia, even unto the reign of Darius, king 
of Persia. 

6. And in the reign of ‘Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign wrote they 


unto him an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. 


@ Haggai 2:3 © [h]~ the sons of the © See 3:7 
> See verses 7-9 transportation f Th]~ Also called 
d 2 Kings 17: 24,32-33; 19:37 “Ahashverosh” 
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When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles had returned and 
were rebuilding the Temple, they approached Zerubbabel and the other leaders 
and suggested; “Let us work with you, for we are just as interested as you in your 
God as you are; we have sacrificed to Him ever since King Esarhaddon of Assyria 
brought us to live here.” 

But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the other Jewish leaders replied; “No, you may 
have no part in this work. [Because you are defiled and not holy]. The Temple of 
the God of Israel must be built by the Israelis, just as King Cyrus has commanded.” 
Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten them, by sending agents 
about them to King Cyrus. This lasted during his whole reign, and even continued 
when king Darius took the throne. And afterwards, when king Ahasuerus began 
to reign, they wrote him a letter of accusation against the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem. 


7. And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote *Bishlam, °’Mithredath, Tabeel, and 
the rest of their ‘companions unto Artaxerxes, king of Persia; and the of 
the letter was 4in the Syrian [Aramaic] tongue, and interpreted in the 
Syrian [Aramaic] tongue. 


8. Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the ‘scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king, in this sort; 
9. Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 


of their companions; the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the 
Apharsites, the Archerites, the Babylonians, the Susanchites, the 
Dehavites, and the Elamites. 

10. And the rest of the nations whom the great and noble ‘Asnappar brought 
over, and set in the cities of Samaria, and the rest that are on this side of 
the river (Euphrates), and at such a time. 

And they did the same thing during the reign of Artaxerxes. Bishlam, Mithredath, 
and Tabeel, and their associates, wrote a letter to him in the Aramaic language, 
and it was translated to him. Others who participated was Governor Rehum, 
Shimshai (the scribe), several judges, and other local leaders, the Persians, the 
Babylonians, the men from Erech and Susa, and men from several other nations, 
who had been taken captives from their own lands by the great and noble 
Asnappar and relocated (by force) in Jerusalem, Samaria, and throughout the 
neighbouring lands west of the Euphrates River. 

11. This is a copy of the letter that they sent unto him, even unto Artaxerxes 
the king; Thy servants the men on this side of the river, and at such a 
time. 

12. Beit known unto the king, that the Jews which came up from thee to us 
are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad city, and 
have 9set up the walls thereof, and "joined the foundations. 


4 [Th]~ Or, in peace 4 2 Kings 18:26 9 Th]~ finished 
> See 1:8 © [h]~ Or, secretary h [ch]~ sewed together 
© [H]~ societies ¥ Compare verse 2 


13. Beit now known unto the king, that, if this city is builded, and the walls 
set up again, then they will not @pay “toll, tribute, and custom, and so shalt 
endamage the ‘revenue of the kings. 

14. | Now because “we have maintenance from the king’s palace, and it was not 
meet for us to see the king’s dishonour, therefore, have we sent and 
certified the king; 

15. That search may be made in the book of the records of thy fathers; so 
shalt thou find in the book of the records, and know that this city is a 
rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have 
“moved sedition ‘within the same of old time; for which cause this city was 
destroyed. 

16. Wecertify the king that, if this city be builded again, and the walls thereof 
set up, by this means thou shall have no portion on this side of the river. 

Here is the text of the letter that they sent to King Artaxerxes: “Sir: Greetings 
from your loyal subjects, west of the Euphrates River. Please be informed that the 
Jews sent back to Jerusalem from Babylon are rebuilding this historically rebellious 
and evil city; they have already rebuilt its walls, and have repaired the foundations 
of the Temple. But we wish you to know that if this city is rebuilt, it will be much 
to your disadvantage, for the Jews will then refuse to pay their taxes to you. 
Since we are grateful to you as our patron, and we do not want to see you 
dishonoured in this way, we have decided to send you this information. We humbly 
suggest that you search the ancient records to discover what a rebellious city this 
has been in the past; in fact, it was destroyed because of its long history of sedition 
against the kings and countries who attempted to control it. We wish to declare 
that if this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, you might as well forget this part 
of your empire beyond the Euphrates, for it will be lost to you.” 


17. Then sent the king an answer to Rehum the chancellor, and to Shimshai, 
the scribe, and to the rest of their 9companions that dwell in Samaria, and 
unto the rest beyond the river; Peace, and at such a time. 

18. The letter which you sent unto us has been plainly read before me. 

19.  And"I commanded and a search has been made, and it is found that this 
city of old time has ‘made insurrection against kings, and that rebellion 
and sedition have been made therein. 

20. There have been mighty kings also over Jerusalem, which have ‘ruled over 
all countries beyond the river; and toll, tribute, and custom were paid unto 
them. 

21. “Give you now commandment to cause these men to cease; and that this 
city be not built, until another commandment shall be given from me. 

22. Take heed now that you fail not to do this; why should damage grow to 
the hurt of the kings? 


4 Tch]~ give ® [ch]~ made 4 Kings 4:21 
> 7:24 ‘I[ch]~ in the midst thereof K [ch]~ make a decree 
© [h]~] strength 9 [ch]~ societies 
¢ [h]~ we are salted with the [ch]~ by me a decree is set 
salt of the palace ' Tch]~ lifted up itself 
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Then the king made this reply to Governor Rehum and Shimshai the scribe, and 
to their companions living in Samaria and throughout the area west of the 
Euphrates River: 

“Gentlemen: Greetings! The letter you sent has been translated and read to me. 
I have ordered a search be made of the historical records and have indeed found 
that Jerusalem has in times past, been a hotbed of insurrection against many 
kings; In fact; rebellion and sedition are normal there. I find, moreover, that there 
have been some very great kings in Jerusalem, who have ruled the entire lands 
beyond the Euphrates River, and received vast tribute, custom, and toll. 
Therefore, I command that these men stop building the Temple until I have 
investigated this matter more thoroughly. Do not delay, for we must not permit 
the situation to get out of control!” 

23. |Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum and 
Shimshai, the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to 
Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made them to cease “by force and power. 

24. Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So, it 
ceased, until the second year of the reign of Darius, king of Persia. 

When this letter from King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai, the 
scribe, they hurried to Jerusalem and forced the Jews to stop building. So, the 
work ended until the second year of the reign of Darius, King of Persia. 


CHAPTER FIVE: A NEW LETTER TO KING DARIUS. 


i, Then the prophets, "Haggai the prophet, and ‘Zechariah, the son of Iddo, 
prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name 
of the God of Israel, even unto them. 

2. Then rose up Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of 
Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem; and 
with them were the prophets of God helping them. 

But there were TRUE prophets in Jerusalem and Judah at that time ~ Haggai, and 
Zechariah (the son of Iddo) ~ who brought messages from the God of Israel to 
Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel) and Jeshua (the son of Jozadak), encouraging them 
to begin build the Temple again! So, they did and the prophets worked alongside 
of them. 

3. At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side of the river, 
and Shetharboznai, and their companions, and said thus unto them; Who 
hath commanded you to build this house, and to make up this wall? 

4, Then said we unto them after this manner; What are the names of the 
men that ¢make this building? 

5: But °the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they 
could not cause them to cease till the matter came to Darius: and then 
they returned answer by letter concerning this matter. 

But Tatnai, the governor of the lands west of the Euphrates River, and 
Shetharboznai, and their companions soon arrived at Jerusalem and demanded; 
“Who gave you permission to rebuild this Temple and finish the walls?” They also 
asked for the list of names of the people who were working on the Temple. But 
because the LORD was overseeing the entire situation, our enemies did not force 
us to stop building, but let us continue while King Darius looked into the matter 


@ [ch]~ by arm and power © 6:14; Zechariah 1:1 © Psalm 33:18 
: Haggai 1:1 q [ch]~ build 
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and returned his decision. [Notice this is just like today, where the government 
want to know the names of everyone who was working, who had not been 
vaccinated. ] 


6. Following is the letter which governor Tatnai, Shetharboznai, and the other 
Officials sent to King Darius: 

7. They sent a letter unto him, @?wherein was written thus: Unto Darius the 
king, all peace; 

8. Be it known unto the king, that we went into the province of Judah, to the 


house of the great God, which is builded with °great stones, and timber is 
laid in the walls, and this work goes fast on, and prospers in their hands. 

9. Then asked we those elders, and said unto them thus; who commanded 
you to build this house, and to make up these walls? 

10. We asked for their names also; to certify thee, that we might write the 
names of the men that were the chief of them. 

11. And thus, they returned us this answer saying: We are the servants of the 
God of Heaven and earth, and build the house that was built these many 
years ago. Which a great King of Israel built ‘and set up. 

12. But %after that our fathers had provoked the God of heaven unto wrath, 
He gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, the 
Chaldean who destroyed this house, and carried the people away into 
Babylon. 

13. But in the first year of °Cyrus, the king of Babylon the same king made a 
decree to build this house of God. 

14. And the vessels also of gold and silver of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the Temple that was in Jerusalem, and 
brought them into the temple in Babylon, and they were delivered unto 
one, whose name is Sheshbazzar, who he had made governor. 

15. And said unto him; Take these vessels, go, carry them into the Temple 
that is in Jerusalem; and let the house of God be built in his place. 

16. Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and ‘laid the foundation of the house 
of God, which is in Jerusalem; and since that time even until now has it 
been in building, and yet it is still not finished. 

17. Now therefore, if it seems good to the king, let be a search made in the 
king’s treasure house, which is there at Babylon, whether it be so, that a 
decree was made of Cyrus the king to build this house of God at Jerusalem, 
and let the king send his pleasure to us concerning this matter. 

The following is the letter which Governor Tatnai, Shetharboznai, and the other 
officials sent to King Darius; 

To King Darius; Greetings! 

“We wish to inform you that we went to the construction site of the Temple of the 
great God of Judah! It is being built with huge stones, and timber is being laid in 
the city walls. The work is going forward with great energy and success. We asked 
the leaders; “Who gave you permission to do this?” And we demanded their names 
so that we could notify you. There answer was; ‘We are the servants of the God 
of Heaven and Earth, and we are building the Temple that was constructed here 
many centuries ago, by a great king of Israel’. But afterwards our ancestors 


@ [ch]~ in the midst thereof 4 2 Chronicles 36:16-17 3 King Solomon 
> [ch]~ stones of great rolling © See 1:1 
© 4 Kings 6:1 f See 3:8-10 
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angered the God of Heaven, and He abandoned them, and let King 
Nebuchadnezzar destroy the Temple; and exile the people to Babylonia.’ 

“But they insist that King Cyrus of Babylon, during the first year of his reign, issued 
a decree that the Temple should be rebuilt, and they say King Cyrus returned the 
gold and the silver bowls which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the Temple in 
Jerusalem and had placed in the temple in Babylon. They say these items were 
delivered into the safekeeping of a man named Sheshbazzar, whom King Cyrus 
appointed as governor of Judah. 

The king instructed him to return the bowls to Jerusalem and to let the Temple of 
God be built there as before. So Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of 
the Temple at Jerusalem; and the people have been working on it ever since, 
though it is not yet completed. 

We request that you search in the royal library of Babylon to discover whether 
King Cyrus ever made such a decree; and then let us know your pleasure in this 
matter.” 


CHAPTER SIX: DECREES OF CYRUS & DARIUS IN THE JEWS’ FAVOUR. 


1. The Darius the king made a decree, “and a search was made in the house 
of the "rolls, where the treasures were ‘laid up in Babylon. 

2. And there was found at “Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of 
the Medes, a roll, and therein was a record thus written: 

3. In the first year of Cyrus the King the same Cyrus made a decree 


concerning the House of God at Jerusalem; Let the house be built, the 
place where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be 
strongly laid: the height thereof three score cubits [60 cubits], and the 
breadth thereof three score cubits [60 cubits]. [A cubit is the distance 
measured from the tip of the forefinger to your elbow ~ approximately 18 
inches]. 

4, *With three rows of great stones, and a row of new timber: and let the 
expenses be given out of the King’s House: 

5. And also let the ‘gold and silver of the House of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the Temple which is at Jerusalem, and 
brought unto Babylon, be restored, and %brought again unto the Temple, 
which is at Jerusalem, everyone in his place, and place them in the house 
of God. 

6. [Conclusion] Now therefore, "Tatnai, Governor beyond the river, 
Shetharboznai, and ‘your companions, the /Apharsites, which are beyond 
the river, be ye far from thence: 


7. Let the work of this House of God alone: Let the governor of the Jews, and 
the Elders of the Jews build the House of God in His place. 
8. Moreover, ‘I make a decree what you shall do to the elders of these Jews 


for the building of this House of God: that of the King’s goods, even of the 
tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given unto these men, that 
they be not ‘hindered. 


4 See 5:17 ® 4 Kings 6:36 ' Tch]~ their societies 

: [ch]~ books f See 1:7-8; 5:14 Jas 

© [ch]~ made to descend 9 [ch]~ Go K [ch]~ by mea decree is made 
q Or, Ecbatana, Or, in a coffer. A 5:3,6 ! [ch]~ made to cease 


16 


9. And that which they have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and 
lambs, for the burnt offerings of the God of Heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and 
oil, according to the appointment of the Priests, which are at Jerusalem, 
let it be given them day by day without fail: 

10. That they may offer sacrifices ?of sweet savour’s, unto the God of Heaven, 
and pray for the life of the king, and of his sons. 

11. Also, Ihave made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let timber 
be pulled down from his house, and being set up, "let him be hanged there 
on; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. 

12. And the God that has caused His name to dwell there, destroy all kings 
and people, that shall put their hand to alter, and to destroy this house of 
God which is at Jerusalem. I, Darius have made a decree; let it be done 
with speed. 

So, King Darius issued orders that a search be made in the Babylonian archives, 
where historical documents were stored. 

Eventually, the record was found in the palace of Ecbatana, in the province of 
Media. [Ecbatana was the capital of Media and was subsequently the summer 
residence of the Achaemenian kings, and one of the residences of the Parthian 
kings]. 

This is what the decree said: “In the first year of the reign of King Cyrus, a decree 
has been sent out concerning the Temple of God at Jerusalem, where the Jews 
offer sacrifices. It is to be rebuilt, and the foundations are to be strongly laid. The 
height will be 90 feet, and the width will be 90 feet. There will be three layers of 
heavy stones in the foundation, topped with a layer of new timber. All expenses 
will be paid by the king. And the gold and silver bowls, which were taken from the 
Temple of God by Nebuchadnezzar shall be taken back to Jerusalem as they were 
before.” 

So, King Darius sent this message to Governor Shethar-bozenai, and the other 
officials west of the Euphrates River: 

“Do not disturb the construction of the Temple. Let it be rebuilt on its former site, 
and don’t molest the governor of Judah and the other leaders in their work. 
Moreover, I decree that you are to pay the full construction costs without delay 
from my taxes collected in your territory. Give the priests in Jerusalem, young 
bulls, rams, and lambs for the burnt offerings to the God of Heaven: Give them 
wheat, wine, salt, and olive oil, each day, without fail. Then they will be able to 
offer sacrifices to the God of Heaven, and to pray for me and my sons. Anyone, 
who attempts to change this message, in any way, shall have the beams pulled 
from his house and built into gallows, on which he will be hanged; [literally 
impaled] and his house shall be reduced to a pile of rubble. The God who has 
chosen the city of Jerusalem will destroy any king (or Caesar, or President, or 
Prime Minister) and any nation that alters this commandment and destroys this, 
Temple. I, Darius, have issued this decree; it is be obeyed with all diligence.” 


2 [ch]~ of rest > [ch]~ let him be destroyed 
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The Temple Finished & dedicated; The Passover Kept. 


13: 


14. 


iS. 


Then Tatnai, governor the west side of the River Euphrates, Shethar- 
bozenai and their companions, according to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily. 

And the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah, the son of Iddo. And 
the built (the Temple) and finished it, according to the ?commandment of 
the God of Israel, and according to the "commandment of ‘Cyrus, and 
‘Darius, and *Artaxerxes king of Persia. 

And this house was finished on the third day of the month of ‘Adar, which 
is in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. 


Governor Tatnai, Shethar-bozenai, and their companions complied at once with 
the command of King Darius. So, the Jewish leaders continued in their work 
(without interference) and they were greatly encouraged by the preaching of the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah (son of Iddo). 

The Temple was finally finished, as had been commanded by God and decreed by 
Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, the kings of Persia. The completion was on the 18" 
February (the 3 day of the month of Adar) in the sixth year of the reign of king 


Darius. 
16. 


And the children of Israel, the Priests, and the Levites, and the rest of 9the 
children of the captivity, kept "the dedication of this house of God with 


joy; 


17. And offered at the dedication of this house of God on hundred bullocks, 
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and ‘for the sin offering for all 
Israel, twelve he goats, according to the tribes of Israel. 

18. And they set the priests in their /divisions, and the Levites in their courses, 
for the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; ‘as it is written in the book 
of Moses. 

@ [ch]~ decree S71 18:35 

[ch]~ decree f Esther 3: 7,13 J 4 Chronicles 24:1 
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19. And the children of the captivity kept the Passover upon the 14" day of 
first month [Nisan, of the new spiritual calendar, as decreed to Moses by 
God in Exodus chapter 12]. 

20. For the Priests and the Levites were “purified together, all-of them were 
pure, and killed the Passover for all or the children of the captivity, and 
for their brethren the priests, and for themselves. 

21. And the children of Israel which were come again out of captivity, and all 
such as had separated themselves unto them for the filthiness of the 
heathen of the land, to seek the LORD God of Israel, did eat. 

22. And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy; for the LORD 
had made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto 
them, to strengthen their hands in thew work of the house of God, the 
God of Israel. 

The Temple was then dedicated with great joy by the priests, the Levites, and all- 
of the people. During the dedication ceremony 100 young bulls, 200 Rams, and 
400 young lambs were sacrificed; and 12 male goats were presented as a sin 
offering for the 12 tribes of Israel. [Note: All-of these sacrificed animals were 
provided by the king, as per the decree already issued by King Darius. ] 

Then the priests and the Levites were divided into the various service corps; to do 
the work of God, as instructed in the laws of Moses. 

The Passover was celebrated on the first day of April (the 14° day of Nisan, the 
first month of the Hebrew “spiritual Calendar”). For by that time, many of the 
priests had completed their purification requirements and had consecrated 
themselves unto the Lord. And some of the heathen people who had been 
relocated in Judah, turned from their immoral conduct and customs and joined the 
Israelis in worshipping the Lord God. They, with the entire nation of Israel, ate the 

Passover Feast, and celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days. 
There was great joy throughout the land because the Lord had caused the king of 
Assyria to be generous to Israel and to ASSIST IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
Temple. 

[Note: when the Sanhedrin was recommenced 
in 2016, and the new High Priest was 
commissioned (the first one since the Temple 
was destroyed in 70 A.D.) a request was sent to 
the President of Iraq, requesting that they assist 
in rebuilding the Temple, just like his forefather 
had done. [This of course will be the 3rd Temple, 
as described in Ezekiel chapters 40 onwards. 
They have already constructed, and dedicated 
the Davidic Altar, outside the walls of the City of 
Jerusalem. ] 

And at Passover they sprinkle the blood of the 

Passover Lamb on the Temple Mount, because sadly the Orthodox Jews 
are still waiting for their Messiah to come. 


@ 2 Chronicles 30:15; 35:11 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: THE COMMISSION OF ARTAXERXES TO EZRA 
The Genealogy of Ezra: 


1. 


MAWN 


10. 


Now, after these things, in the reign of @Artaxerxes, king of Persia, Ezra 
the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 

The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 

The son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 

The son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 

The son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron, the Chief Priest: [So, Ezra, was a direct descendant of Aaron, 
the brother of Moses]. 

This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was °a ready scribe in the law of 
Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given; and the king granted him 
all-of his requests, ‘according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him. 
And there went up some of the ‘children of Israel, and of the priests and 
the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto 
Jerusalem, in the 7" year of Artaxerxes the king. 

And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh 
year of the king. 

For upon the first day of the first month ‘began he to go up from Babylon 
and on the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to 
the good hand of his God upon him. 

For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, 
and to ‘teach in Israel statutes and judgements. 


This is the genealogy of Ezra, who travelled from Babylon to Jerusalem, during 
the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia; 


VVVVVVVVVVV VV VV V 


Ezra was the son of Seriah; 

Seriah was the son of Azariah; 

Azariah was the son of Hilkiah; 

Hilkiah was the son of Shallum; 

Shallum was the son of Zadok ~ the favoured High Priest 
Zadok was the son of Ahitub; 

Ahitub was the son of Amariah; 

Amariah was the son of Meraioth 

Meraioth was the son of Zerahiah; 

Zerahiah was the son of Uzzi; 

Uzzi was the son of Bukki; 

Bukki was the son of Abishua; 

Abishua was the son of Phinehas; 

Phinehas was the son of Eleazar; 

Eleazar was the son of Aaron, the chief Priest; 
[Aaron was the brother of Moses. ] 


As a Jewish Religious Leader, Ezra was well versed in Jehovah's laws, which Moses 
had given to the people of Israel. He asked to be allowed to return to Jerusalem, 
and the king granted his request; for the LORD his God was blessing him. 

Many ordinary people, as well as priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and 
Temple workers travelled with him. They left Babylon in the middle of March in 


4 Nehemiah 2:1 d g.1-14 f Nehemiah 8:1-8 
> Nehemiah 8:12, 4-5,13 © Th]~ was the foundation of 
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the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes, and arrived at Jerusalem in the month 
of August; for the LORD gave them a good trip. 

This was because Ezra had determined to study and obey the laws of the LORD, 
and to become a Bible Teacher, teaching those laws to the people of Israel. 

11. Now this is a copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra 
the priest, the scribe, even a scribe of the commandments of the LORD, 
and of his statutes to Israel. 

12. Artaxerxes, *king of kings, "unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the 
God of Heaven, peace, perfect peace, and at such a time. 

13. I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests 
and Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their own free will to go up 
to Jerusalem, go with thee. 

14. | Forasmuch as thou art sent ‘of the king, and of his “seven counsellors, to 
inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem, according to the law of thy God 
which is in thine hand; 

15. And to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counsellors have 
freely offered unto the God of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem. 

16. And all the silver and gold that thou can find in all-of the provinces of 
Babylon, with the freewill offering of the people, and of the priests, offering 
willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem. 

17. That thou may buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, — lambs, 
with their meat offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them upon 
the altar of the house of your God which is in Jerusalem. 

18. And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with 
the rest of the silver and gold, that do after the will of your God. 

19. The vessels that are given thee for the service of the house of thy God, 
those deliver thou before the God of Jerusalem. 

20. And whatsoever more shall be needful for the house of thy God, which 
thou shall have occasion to bestow, bestow it out of the king’s treasure 
house. 

21. And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all the treasurers 
which are beyond the river; that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of 
the Law of the God of Heaven, shall require of you, it be done speedily. 

22, Unto one hundred talents of silver, and to one hundred “measures of 
wheat, and to one hundred baths of wine, and to one hundred baths of oil, 
and salt without prescribing how much. 

23. ‘Whatsoever is commanded by the God of Heaven, let it be diligently done 
for the house of the God of heaven: for why should there be wrath against 
the realm of the king and his sons? 

24. Also, we certify you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, 
porters, Nethinims, or ministers of this house of God, it shall not be lawful 
to impose Ytoll, tribute, or custom, upon them. 

25. And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine hand, set 
magistrates and judges, which may judge all-of the people that are beyond 
the river (Euphrates), all such as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye 
them that know them not. 


# Ezekiel 26:7; Daniel 2:37 © [ch]~ from before the king * Tch]~ Whatsoever is of the 
2 [ch]~ or, Ezra the priest, a 7 Esther 1:14 decree 
perfect scribe of the law of © Tch]~ cors 94:13 
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26. And whosever will not do the law of thy God, and the law of the king, let 
judgement be executed speedily upon them, whether it be unto death, or 
*to banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or to imprisonment. 

King Artaxerxes presented this letter to Ezra the priest, the student of God's 
commands: 

“From Artaxerxes, the king of kings. “To: Ezra, the priest, the teacher of the laws 
of the God of Heaven. “I decree that any Jew in my realm, including the priests, 
and Levites, may return to Jerusalem with you. I and my council of seven hereby 
instruct you to take a copy of God’s laws to Judah and Jerusalem and to send back 
a report of the religious progress being made there. We also commission you to 
take with you to Jerusalem the silver and gold, which we are presenting as an 
offering to the God of Israel. 

Moreover, you are to collect voluntary Temple offerings of silver and gold from the 
Jews and their priests in all-of the provinces of Babylon. These funds are to be 
used primarily to the purchase of oxen, rams, lambs, grain offerings, and drink 
offerings, all of which will be offered upon the altar of your Temple when you arrive 
in Jerusalem. Then money that is left over maybe used in whatever you and your 
brothers feel is the will of your God. And take with you the gold bowls and other 
items we are giving you for the Temple of your God in Jerusalem. If you run short 
of money for the construction of the Temple, or for similar needs, you may 
requisition funds from the royal treasury. 

I, Artaxerxes the king, send this decree to all-of the treasurers in the provinces 
west of the Euphrates River. You are to give Ezra whatever he requests of you (for 
he is a priest and teach of the laws of heaven), up to $200,000 in silver; 1,225 
bushels of wheat; 990 gallons of wine; any amount of salt; and whatever else the 
God of Heaven demands for his Temple; for why should we risk God’s wrath and 
anger against the king and his sons? I also decree that no priest, Levite, choir 
member, gatekeeper, Temple attendant, or other worker in the Temple, shall be 
required to pay taxes of any kind. 

And you, Ezra, are to use the wisdom God has given you to select and appoint 
magistrates, judges, and other officials to govern all-of the people west of the 
Euphrates River. If they are not familiar with the laws of your God, you are to 
teach them. Anyone refusing to obey the laws of your God and the laws of the 
king, shall be punished immediately by death, banishment, confiscation of goods, 
or imprisonment. 

27. Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, which has put such a thing as 
this in the king’s heart, to beautify the house of the LORD which is in 
Jerusalem: 

28. And has extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, 
and before all-of the king’s mighty princes. And I was strengthened as the 
hand of the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered together out of 
Israel chief men to go up with me. 

Well, praise the LORD God of our ancestors, who made the king want to beautify 
the Temple of the LORD in Jerusalem! And praise God for demonstrating such 
lovingkindness to me (the speaker for the remainder of this book is Ezra) by 
honouring me before the king and his council of seven, and before all-of his mighty 
princes! I was given great status because the LORD my GOD was with me; and I 
persuaded some of the leaders of Israel to return with me to Jerusalem. 


@ [ch]~ to rooting out 
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CHAPTER EIGHT: THE COMPANIONS OF EZRA, WHO RETURNED FROM 
BABYLON 


13. 


14. 


These are now the chief of their fathers, and this is the genealogy of them 
that went up with me from Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king; 
Of the sons of *Phinehas; Gershom: of the sons of °Ithamar; ‘Daniel: of 
the sons of David; ¢Hattush. 

Of the sons of *Shechaniah, of the sons of ‘Pharosh; Zechariah: and with 
him were reckoned by genealogy of males one hundred & fifty. 

Of the sons of 9Pahathmoab; Elihoenai, the son of Zerahiah, and with him 
two hundred males. 

Of the sons of Shechaniah; the son of Jahaziel, and with him three hundred 
males. 

Of the sons of Adin; Ebed, the son of Jonathan, and with him fifty males. 
And the sons of "Elam; Jeshaiah, the son of Athaliah, and with him seventy 
males. 

And the sons of 'Shephatiah; Zebadiah, the son of Michael, and with him 
eighty males. 

Of the sons of Joab; Obadiah, the son of Jehiel, and with him two hundred 
and eighteen males. 

And of the sons of Shelomith; the son of Josiphiah, and with him one 
hundred & sixty males. 

And of the sons of Bebai; Zechariah, the son of Bebai, and with him 
twenty-eight males. 

And the sons of Azgad; Johanan, ‘the son of Hakka-tan, and with him one 
hundred & ten males. 

And of the last sons Adonikim; whose names are these; Eliphelet, Jeiel, 
and Shemaiah, and with them sixty males. 

Of the sons of 'Bigvai; Uthai, and ™Zab-bud, and with them seventy males. 


These are the names and the genealogies of the leaders who accompanied me 
from Babylon during the reign of Artaxerxes; 


> From the clan of Phinehas ~ Gershom; 
> From the clan of Ithamar ~ Daniel; 
> From the subclan of David, of the clan of Shechaniah ~ Hattush; 
> From the clan of Parosh ~ Zechariah, with 150 other men; 
> From the clan of Pahathmoab ~ Elihoenai (son of Zerahiah), and 200 
other men; 
> From the clan of Shechaniah ~ the son of Jahaziel, and 300 other men; 
> From the clan of Adin ~ Ebed (son of Jonathan), and 50 other men; 
? 1 Chronicles 24:3-4 F9y3 K Th]~ the youngest son of 
> 14 Chronicles 24:3-4 92:6 '2:2:14 
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From the clan of Elam ~ Jeshaiah (son of Athaliah), and 70 other men; 
From the clan of Shephatiah ~ Zebadiah (son of Michael), and 80 other 
men; 
From the clan of Joab ~ Obadiah (son of Jehiel) and 218 other men; 
From the clan of Bani ~ Shelomith (son of Josiphiah), and 160 other men; 
From the clan of Bebai ~ Zechariah (son of Bebai), and 28 other men; 
From the clan of Azgad ~ Johanan (son of Hakka-tan), and 110 other 
men; 
> From the clan of Adonikim ~ Eliphelet, Jeuel, Shemaiah, and 60 other 
men [who arrived at a later time]. 
> From the clan of Bigvai ~ Uthai, Zaccur, and 70 other men. 
[approximately 1500 men in all]. 

15. And I gathered them together to the river that runs to Ahava; and there 
*abode in tents for three days: and I viewed the people, and the priests, 
and found there none of the sons of Levi. 

16. Then I sent for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, and for Elnathan, and for 
Jarib, and (the second) Elnathan, and for Nathan, and for Zechariah, and 
for Meshullam, all chief men; also, for Joiarib, and for (the third) Elnathan, 
men of understanding. 

17. And I sent them with commandment unto Iddo, the chief at the place 
Casiphia, and "I told them what they should say unto Iddo, and to his 
brethren the Nethinims, at the place of Casiphia, that they should bring 
unto us ministers for the House of our God. 

18. And ‘by the good hand of our God upon us, they brought us a man of 
understanding, of the son of “Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel; and 
eighteen of his brethren; 

19. And Hash Abiah, and with him Jeshaiah, of the sons of Merari, his brethren, 
and their sons twenty; 

20. Also, of the Nethinims, who David and his princes had appointed for the 
service of the Levites, two hundred & twenty Nethinims; all-of them were 
expressed by name. 

We assembled at the Ahava River and camped there for three days, while I went 
over the lists of the people and the priests who had arrived; and I found that not 
even one Levite had volunteered! 

So, I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan#2, Nathan, 
Zechariah, and Meshullam, the Levite leaders; I also sent for Joiarib, and 
Elnathan#3, all who were very wise men. 

I sent them to Iddo, the leader of the Jews at Casiphia, to ask him and his brothers 
and the Temple attendants to send us priests for the Temple of God at Jerusalem. 
And God was good! He sent us an outstanding man named Sherebiah, alongwith 
18 of his sons and brothers; he was a very astute man, and a descendant of Mahli, 
the son of Levi, and the grandson of Israel. 

God also sent Hash Abiah; and Jeshaiah (the sons of Merari), with 20 of his sons 
and brothers; and 220 Temple attendants. (The Temple attendants were 
assistants to the Levites ~ called Nethinims ~ a job classification of Temple 
employees, first instituted by King David). These 220 men were all listed by name. 


@ [ch]~ pitched our tents > Th]~ I put words in their © 7:6 
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21, Then I @proclaimed a fast there, at the River of Ahava, that we might “afflict 
ourselves before our God, to seek of Him a right way for us, and for our 
little ones, and for all-of our substance. Pesaran OSU AES UST ENSOTINEY 
for the LORD ~ FAST & PRAY!] 

22. For Iwas ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen 
to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the 
king, saying; ““The hand of our God is upon all them “for good that seek 


Him; but His power and His wrath is against all-of them that °forsake Him.” 
So, we fasted and besought our God for this: and He was ‘intreated of us. 


23; 


Then I declared a fast while we were at the Ahava River, so that we would humble 
ourselves before our God; and we prayed that He would give us a good journey 
and protect us, our children, and our goods as we travelled. For I was ashamed 
to ask the king for soldiers and cavalry to accompany us to protect us from the 
enemies along the way. After all, we had proclaimed to the king that our God 
would protect all-of those who worshipped Him, and that disaster could only come 
to those who had forsaken Him! So, we fasted, and begged God to take care of us 
(for His namesake). And He did! 

24. Then I separated twelve of the chiefs of the priests, Sherebiah, Hash 
Abiah, and ten of their brethren with them. 

25. And weighed unto them the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, even the 
offering of the house of our God, which the king, and his counsellors, and 
his lords, and all-of Israel there present, had offered: 

26. I even weighed into their hand six hundred & fifty talents of silver, and 
silver vessels one hundred talents, and of gold one hundred talents; 

27. Also, twenty %basons of gold, of a thousand drams; and two vessels of fine 
copper; "precious as gold. 

28. And I said unto them; You are ‘holy unto the LORD; the vessels are ‘holy 
also; and the silver and the gold are a freewill offering unto the LORD God 
of your fathers. 

29. Watch you, and keep them, until you weigh them before the chief of the 
priests and the Levites, and the chief of the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, 
in the chambers of the house of the LORD. 

30. So took the priests, and the Levites the weight of the silver, and the gold, 
and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem unto the house of our God. 

I appointed 12 leaders of the Priests, under Sherebiah and Hash Abiah, and ten 
other priests, to be in charge of the transporting of the silver, gold, and golden 
vessels, and other items which the king and his counsellors, and the leaders and 
people of Israel had presented to the Temple of God. 

I weighed the money as I gave it to them found it to total $1,300,000 in silver, 
$200,000 in silver utensils, $3,000,000 in gold; and 20 gold bowels worth a total 
of $5,000. There were also two pieces of copper (brass in some translations), 
which were as precious as gold. I consecrated these men to the LORD, and then 
consecrated the treasures ~ the equipment and money and bowls, which had been 
given as free-will offerings to the LORD God of our fathers. 


# 2 Chronicles 20:3 © Joshua 24:20 ' Leviticus 21:6 
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“Guard these treasures well!” I told them; “present them without even a penny 
lost to the priests and the Levite leaders and the Elders of Israel at Jerusalem, 
where they are to be placed in the Treasury of the Temple.” 

So, the priests and the Levites accepted the responsibility of taking it to God’s 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

31. Then we departed from the river of *Ahava on °’the twelfth day of the first 
month, to go unto Jerusalem; and ‘the hand of our God was upon us, and 
He delivered us for the hand of the enemy, and of such that lay in wait by 
the way. 

32. And we came to Jerusalem and abode there three days. 

We broke camp at the Ahava River at the end of March (on the 12" day of the 
first month, of the Hebrew calendar) and started off to Jerusalem; and God 
protected us, and saved us from enemies and bandits along the way. So, at last 
we arrived safely at Jerusalem. 

33. Now, on the fourth day was the silver and the gold and the vessels weighed 
in the house of our God by the hand of Mere-moth, the son of Uriah the 
priest; and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and with them was 
Jozabad the son of Jeshua and Noadiah, the son of Binnui, the Levites. 

34. By number and weight of everyone; and all the weight was written at that 
time. 

35. Also, the children %of those that had been carried away, which were come 
out of the captivity, offered burnt offerings unto the God of Israel, 12 
bullocks for all-of (the 12 tribes) of Israel, 96 rams, 77 lambs, 12 he goats 
for a sin offering: all this was a burnt offering unto the LORD. 

On the 4" day after our arrival, the silver, gold, and other valuables were weighed 
in the Temple by Mere-moth (the son of Uriah the Priest) Eleazar (the son of 
Phinehas), Jozabad (son of Jeshua), and Noadiah (son of Binnui) ~ all of whom 
were Levites. A receipt was given for each item, and the weight of the silver and 
gold was recorded. Then everyone in our party sacrificed burnt offerings to the 
God of Israel ~ 12 oxen for the 12 tribes of Israel, 96 rams; 77 lambs, and 12 he 
goats as a sin offering. 

36. And they delivered the king’s °commissions unto the king’s ‘lieutenants, 
and to the 9governors and this side of the river: and they furthered the 
people, and the house of God. 

The king’s decrees were delivered to his lieutenants and the governors of all-of 
the provinces west of the Euphrates River, and of course they then cooperated 
(on pain of death) in the rebuilding of the Temple of God. 


CHAPTER NINE: EZRA PRAYS UNTO GOD FOR CONFESSION OF SINS 


Le Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying; The 
people of Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, have not "separated 
themselves from the people of the lands, ‘doing according to their 
abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 


@ See verses 15, 21 21 n 6:21 
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2. For they have *taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons: 
so that the °holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of those 
lands: yes, the hand of the princes and rulers have been the chief in 


trespass. 

3. And when I heard this thing, ‘I rent my garments, and my mantle, and 
plucked off the hair of my head, and my beard, and sat down astonied. 

4, Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of 


the God of Israel, because of this transgression of those that had been 

carried away; and I sat astonied until the “evening sacrifice. 
But then the Jewish leaders came to tell me that many of the Jewish people, and 
even some of the Priests and the Levites, had taken up the horrible customs of 
the heathen people who lived in the land ~ the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, 
Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians, and Amorites. The men of Israel had 
married girls from these heathen nations, and had taken them as wives for their 
sons. So, the holy people of God were being polluted by these mixed marriages, 
and the political leaders were some of the worst offenders. 
When I heard this, I tore my clothing, and pulled hair from my head and my beard 
and sat down utterly baffled. Then many who feared the God of Israel, because of 
this sin of his people, came and sat with me until the time of the evening burnt 
offering. 

5. And at the evening sacrifice, I arose up from my °heaviness; and having 
rent my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my knees, and ‘spread out 
my hands unto the LORD my God. 

6. And I said: O my God, Iam ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for Your iniquities are increased over our heads, and our "trespass 
‘is grown up unto the heavens. 

7; Since the days of our fathers, have we been in a great trespass unto this 
day; and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and our priests, been 
delivered into the hands of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to 
captivity, and to a spoil, and to Jconfusion of face, as it is this day. 

8. And now for a little ‘space, grace has been showed from the LORD our 
God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us ‘a nail in His holy 
place, that our God may “lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in 
our bondage. 

9. For we are bondmen: yet our God has nor forsaken us in our bondage, but 
"has extended mercy unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us 
a reviving, to set up the house of our God, and °to repair the desolations 
thereof, and to give us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem. 

10. And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken 
thy commandments. 

toe Which thou have commanded, "by thy servants the prophets, saying; The 
land, unto which you go to possess it, is an unclean land with the filthiness 


@ Exodus 34:16; chapter 10:2; h Th]~ guiltiness " 7:28 
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of the people of the lands, with their abominations, which have filled it 
“from one end to another with uncleanness. 

12. Nowtherefore, “give not your daughters unto their sons, neither take their 
daughters unto your sons, nor ‘seek their peace or wealth forever: that 
you may be strong, and eat the good of the land, and leave it for an 
inheritance to your children forever. 

13. And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great 
trespass, seeing that thou our God “has punished us less than our iniquities 
deserve, and has given us such deliverance as this; 

14. Should we again break thy commandments, and join in affinity with the 
people of these abominations? Would thou not be angry with us till thou 
hast consumed us, so that there should be no remnant, nor escaping? 

15. OLORD God of Israel, thou art righteous; for we remain yet escaped, as 
it is this day: behold, we are before thee in our trespasses: for we cannot 
stand before thee because of this. 

Finally, I stood before the LORD in great embarrassment; then I fell on my knees 
and lifted up my hands to the Lord, and cried out; “O my God, I am ashamed; I 
blush to lift my face to you, for our sins are piled higher than our heads, and our 
guilt is as boundless as the heavens. Our whole history has been one of sin; that 
is why we and our kings and our priests were slain by the heathen king ~ we were 
captured, robbed, and disgraced, just as we are today. 

But we now have been given a moment of peace, for you have permitted a few of 
us to return to Jerusalem from our exile. You have given us a moment of joy and 
new life in our slavery. For we were slaves, but in your love and mercy, you did 
not abandon us to slavery; instead, you caused the kings of Persia to be favourable 
to us. They have even given us their assistance in rebuilding the Temple of our 
God, and in giving us Jerusalem as a walled city in Judah. 

And now, O God, what can we say after all-of this? For once again we have 
abandoned you and forsaken your laws! The prophets warned us that the land 
that we would possess was totally defiled by the horrible practises of the people 
living there. From one end of the lands to the other, it is filled with corruption. 
You told us not to let our daughters marry their sons, and not to let our sons 
marry their daughters, and not to help those nations in any way. You warned us 
that only if we followed this rule could we become a prosperous nation and forever 
leave that prosperity to our children, as an inheritance. 

And now, even after our punishment in exile, because of our wickedness (and we 

have been punished far less than we deserved), and even though you have, in 
your mercy, let some of us return, we have broken your commandments again, 
and intermarried with people who do these awful things. 
Surely your anger will destroy us now, until not even this little remnant escapes. 
O LORD God of Israel, you are a just God; what hope can we have if you give us 
justice as we stand here before you in our wickedness?” 


@ [h]~ from mouth to mouth © Deuteronomy 23:6 4 Th]~ has withheld beneath 
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CHAPTER TEN: EZRA ENCOURAGED TO REFORM THE STRANGE 
MARRIAGES. 


i, Now *when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, weeping, and 
casting himself down “before the house of God, there assembled unto him 
out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children: 
for the people ‘wept very sore. 

2. And Shechaniah, the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answered and 
said unto Ezra. We have trespassed against our God, and have taken 
strange wives of the people of the land: yet now there is hope in Israel 
concerning this thing. 

3. Now therefore, let us make a covenant with our God, “to put away all-of 
the wives, and such as are born of them, according to the counsel of my 
lord, and of those that *tremble at the commandment of our God: and let 
it be done ‘according to the law. 


4, Arise: for this matter belongs unto thee: we also will be with thee: be of 
good courage, and do it. 

5. Then arose Ezra, and made the chief priests, and the Levites, and all-of 
Israel, 9to swear (an oath) that they should do according to this word. And 
they swear. 


As I lay on the ground in front of the Temple, weeping and praying, and making 
confession, a large crowd of men, women, and children, gathered around and cried 
with me. 

Then Shechaniah (the son of Jehiel, of the clan of Elam) said to me; “We 
acknowledge our sin against our God, for we have married these heathen women. 
But there is still hope for Israel in spite of this. For we agree before God to divorce 
our heathen wives and to send them away with our children; we will follow your 
commands, and the commands of the others who fear our God. Take courage and 
tell us how to proceed in setting things straight, and we will fully cooperate with 
your instructions.” 

So, I stood up and demanded that the leaders of the priests, and the Levites, and 
all-of the people of Israel, swear before the LORD God of Israel, that they would 
do as Shechaniah had said; and they all agreed. 

6. Then Ezra rose up "from before the house of God, and went into the 
chamber of 'Johanan, the son of Eliashib: and when He came thither, he 
did not eat bread, nor drink water: for he mourned, because of the 
transgressions of them that had been carried away. 

Fi And they made a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem unto all- 
of the children of the captivity, that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem: 

8. And that whosoever would not come within three days, according to the 
counsel of the princes and the elders, all his substance should be forfeited, 
and himself, separated from the congregation of those that had been 
carried away. 

Then I went into the room of Johanan in the Temple, and refused all food and 
drink; for I was mourning because of the sin of the returned exiles. 


# Nehemiah 1:6; Daniel 9:20 4 Th]~ to bring forth 9 Nehemiah 5:12; 13:25 
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Then a proclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem that everyone 
should appear at Jerusalem within three days and that the leaders and elders had 
decided that anyone who refused to come would be disinherited and ex- 
communicated from Israel. 

9, Then all-of the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered themselves together 
unto Jerusalem within three days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth 
day of the month; and all-of the people sat in the streets of the house of 
God, trembling because of this matter, and for *the great rain. 

10. And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them; You have transgressed, 
and have °taken strange wives, to increase the trespass of Israel. 

11. Now therefore, “make confession unto the LORD, the God of your fathers, 
and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from people of the land, 
and from the strange wives. 

12. Then all-of the congregation answered and said with a loud voice; As thou 
hast said, so must we do. 

13. But the people are many, and it is time of much rain, and we are not able 
to stand without, neither is this a work of one day or two; for ‘we are 
many that have transgressed in this thing. 

14. Let now our rulers of all the congregation stand, and let all-of them that 
have taken strange wives in our cities come at ‘appointed times, and with 
them the elders of every city, and the judges thereof; until the fierce wrath 
of God ‘for this matter be turned from us. 

Within three days of the 5 of December, (the 20 day of the 9° month of the 
Hebrew Calendar), all-of the men of Judah and Benjamin had arrived and were 
sitting in the open space before the Temple on the Temple Mount; and they were 
trembling because of the seriousness of the matter and because of the heavy 
rainfall. 

Then I, Ezra, the priest, arose and addressed them: “You have sinned, for you 
married heathen women, now we even more deeply under God’s condemnation 
than we were before. Confess your sin to the LORD God of your fathers, and do 
what He demands: Separate yourselves from the heathen people about you, and 
from these women.” Then all-of the men spoke up and said; “We will do what you 
have said. But this isn’t something than can be done in a day or two; for there are 
many of us involved in this sinful affair. And it is raining so hard that we cannot 
stay here much longer. Let our leaders arrange trials for us. Everyone who has a 
heathen wife will come at the scheduled time with the elders and judges of his 
city; then each case will be decided and the situation will be cleared up and the 
fierce wrath of God will be turned away from us.” 

15. Only Jonathan, the son of Asahel, and Jahaziah, the son of Tikvah, 9were 
employed about this matter; and Meshullam and Sabathia, the Levite, 
helped them. [Other translations: NLT, The Jerusalem Bible, The 
Amplified Bible, and the Peshitta Bible] all state that these 4 
persons opposed this solution. ] 

16. And the children of the captivity did so. And Ezra the Priest, with certain 
chiefs of the fathers, after the house of their fathers, and all-of them by 


@ Th]~ the showers. ¢ [h]~ for we have greatly f Th]~ until this matter be 
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Ls, 


their names, were separated and sat down in the °first day of the tenth 
month to examine the matter. 

And they made an end with all-of the men that had taken strange wives 
by the first day of the first month 


So, this was the plan that was followed: 


Some of the clan leaders and I were designated as judges; we began our work on 
15" December and finished on the 15" March. 


18. 


19. 


20, 
21. 
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And among the sons of the priests there was found that had taken strange 
wives: namely of the sons of “Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and his 
brethren; Maaseiah, and Eliezer, and Jarib, and Gedaliah. 

And they ‘gave their hands that they would put away their wives: and 
being guilty, they offered 7a ram of the flock for their trespass. 

And the sons of Immer; Hanani, and Zebadiah. 

And of the sons of Harim; Maaseiah, Elijah, and Shemaiah, and Jehiel, and 
Uzziah. 

And of the sons of Pashur; Elihoenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethaneel, 
Jozabad, and Elasah. 

Also, of the Levites; Jozabad, and Shimei, and Kelaiah, (the same is 
Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 

Of the singers also; Eliashib: and of the porters; Shallum, and Telem, and 
Uri. 

Moreover, of Israel: of the sons of Parosh; Ramiah, and Jeziah, and 
Malchiah, and Miamin, and Eleazar, and Malchijah, and Benaiah. 

And of the sons of Elam; Matt Anaiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, and Abdi, 
and Jere-moth, and Eliah. 

And of the sons of Zattu; Elihoenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jere-moth, and 
Zabad, and Aziza. 

Of the sons also of Bebai; Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabai, and Athlai. 

And the sons of Bani; Meshullam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Jashub, and Shelal, 
and Ramoth. 

And the sons of Pahathmoab; Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, 
Mattani, Bezaleel, and Binnui, and Manasseh. 

And the sons of Harim; Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shemaiah, Shimeon. 
Benjamin, Maluch, and Shemariah. 

Of the sons of Hashum; Mattenai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, 
Manasseh, and Shimei. 

Of the sons of Bani; Maadai, Amram, and Uel. 

Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh, 

Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 

Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasau, 

And Bani, Binnui, and Shimei, 

And Shelemiah, and Nathan, and Adaiah, 

Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 

Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shemariah, 

Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. 

Of the sons of Nebo; Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and Joel, 
Benaiah. 


© 2 Kings 10:15 
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44. All these had taken strange wives: and some of them had wives with whom 
they had children. 
Following is the list of priests, who had married heathen wives. (They vowed to 
divorce their wives and acknowledged their guilt, by offering rams as sacrifices): 


Designation of position/clan Name of individuals who married 
& divorced their heathen wives 

Priests: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, Gedaliah. 

The sons of Immer: Hanani, Zebadiah 

The sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, 
Uzziah. 

The sons of Pashur: Elihoenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, 
Nethaneel, Jozabad, Elasah, 

The Levites who were guilty: Jozabad, Shemei, Kelaiah (a.k.a) 
Kelita, Pethahiah, Judah, Eliezer. 

Of the Singers: There was Eliashib. 

Of the Gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri. 

Ordinary Citizens, who were declared guilty: 

From the clan of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin, 
Eleazar, Hashabiah, Benaiah. 

From the clan of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, 
Jeremoth, Elijah. 

From the clan of Zattu: Elihoenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, 
Jeremoth, Zabad, Aziza. 

From the clan of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabai, Athlai. 

From the clan of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, 
Sheal, Jeremoth. 

From the clan of Pahathmoab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, 
Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, Manasseh. 

From the clan of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, 
Shimeon, Benjamin, Malluch, 
Shemariah. 

From the clan of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, 
Jeremai, Manasseh, Shemei. 

From the clan of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, Benaiah, 
Bedeiah, Cheluhi, Vaniah, Meremoth, 
Eliashib, Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasau, 
Bani, Binnui, Shemei, Shelemiah, 
Nathan, Adaiah, Machnadebai, 
Shashai, Sharai, Azarel, Shelemiah, 
Shemariah, Shallum, Amariah, 
Joseph. 

From the clan of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, 
Jaddai, Joel, Benaiah. 


Each of these men had heathen wives, and many had children by these wives. 
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WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH? 
Book of Nehemiah. Author: The Book of Nehemiah does not specifically name its 
author, but both Jewish and Christian traditions, recognize Ezra as the author. 


CHAPTER ONE: NEHEMIAH MOURNS, FASTS & PRAYS 
The Autobiography of Nehemiah, the son of Hachaliah. 


i 


2 


The words of *Nehemiah, the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass the in 
the month °Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace. 
That S‘Hanani, one of my brethren came, he and certain men of Judah: and 
I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of 
the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 

And they said unto me; The remnant that are left of the captivity there in 
the province of are in great affliction and reproach; the wall of Jerusalem 
also 4is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 


In the December of the twentieth year of the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, 
when I was at the palace in Shushan, one of my fellow Jews named Hanani came 
to visit me with some men who had arrived from Judah. I took the opportunity to 
inquire about how things were going in Jerusalem. 

“How are they getting along?” I asked. “~ the Jews who returned to Jerusalem 
from their exile here?” “Well,” they replied, “things are not good; the wall of 
Jerusalem is still torn down, and the gates are burned.” 


4, 


10. 


2 10:1 


And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that °I sat down and wept, 
and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of 
Heaven. 

And said; I beseech thee, LORD God of Heaven, ‘the great and terrible 
God, %that keeps covenant and mercy for them that love him and keep his 
commandments: 

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou may hear 
the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day & night, for 
the children of Israel, thy servants, and "confess the sins of the children 
of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house 
have sinned. 

We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgements, which thy 
commanded thy servant Moses. 

Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commanded to thy servant 
Moses, saying; If you transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the 
nations. 

‘But, if you turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; 
Jthough there was of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, 
yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them (back) ‘unto the 
place that I have chosen to set my name there. 

Now these are thy servants and thy people, that thou have redeemed by 
thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 


© Ezra 9:3 ' Leviticus 26: 39-42 
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11. OLORD, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of 
thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy 
servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was 
the king’s cup bearer. 

When I heard this, I sat down and cried. In fact, I refused to eat for several days, 
for I spent the time in prayer to the God of Heaven. 

“O LORD God,” I cried out; “O great and awesome God, who keeps His promises, 
and is so loving and kind to those who love and obey Him! Hear my Prayer! Listen 
carefully to what I say! Look down and see me praying day & night for your people 
Israel. 

“I confess that we have sinned against you; yes, I and my people have committed 
the horrible sin of not obeying the commandments that you gave us through your 
servant Moses. Oh, please remember what you told Moses! You said; “’If you sin, 
I will scatter you among the nations; but if you return to me, and obey my laws, 
even though you are exiled to the farthest corners of the universe, I will bring you 
back to Jerusalem. For Jerusalem is the place in which I have chosen to live.’ 
“We are your servants, the people you rescued, by your great power. O Lord, 
please hear my prayer! Heed the prayers of those of us who delight to honour 
you. Please help me now as I go in and ask the king for a great favour; put it into 
his heart, to be kind to me.” (For I was the king’s cupbearer. ) 


CHAPTER TWO: ARTAXERXES SENDS NEHEMIAH TO JERUSALEM 


1. And it came to pass in the month of @Nisan in °the twentieth year of the reign 
of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and ‘I took up the wine 
and gave it to the king. Now I have not been before time sad in his presence. 

2. Wherefore the king said unto me; Why is thy countenance sad, seeing that 
thou are not sick? This is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very 
sore afraid. 

3. And said unto the king; “Let the king live forever: why should not my 
countenance be sad, when ‘the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchre, lies 
waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 

4. Then the king said unto me; For what does thou make request? So, I prayed 
to ‘the God of heaven. 

5. And I said unto the king; If it please the king, and if thy servant has found 
favour in thy sight, that thou would send me to Judah, unto the city of my 
fathers’ sepulchers, that I am build it. 

6. And the king said unto me (the queen also sitting beside him), For how long 
shall thy journey be? And when will thou return? So, it pleased the king to 
send me; and I set a 9time. 

7. Moreover, I said unto the king. If it please the king, let letters be given to 
me to the "governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I 
come into Judah. 

8. Anda letter unto Asaph, the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me 
timber to make beams for the gates of the ‘palace which appertained to the 
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house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into. 

And the king granted me, “according to the good hand of my God upon me. 
One day in April about four months later, as I was serving the king’s wine, he 
asked me; "Why are you sad? You aren’t sick, are you? You look like a man with 
deep troubles.” (Up until this time I had always been happy and cheerful in the 
presence of the king). I was badly frightened, but I replied; “Sir, why shouldn't I 
be sad? For the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates have 
been burned down.” 
“Well, what should be done?” the king asked. With a quick prayer to the God 
heaven, I replied; “If it please Your Majesty, and if you look upon me with your 
royal favour, send me to Judah to rebuild the city of my fathers!” 
The king replied with the queen sitting beside him; “How long will you be gone? 
When will you return?” So, it was agreed! And I set a time for my departure! 
Then I added this to my request: “If it please the king, give me letters to the 
governors west of the Euphrates River instructing them to let me travel through 
their countries on my way to Judah; also, a letter to Asaph, the manager of the 
king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber for the beams and for the gates of 
the fortress near the Temple, and for the city walls, and for the house for myself.” 
And the king granted my requests, for God was being gracious to me. 

9. Then I came to the °governors beyond the river, and gave them the king’s 
letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemen with 
me. 

10. When ‘Sanballat the “Horonite, and *Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, 
heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly, that there was come a man ‘to 
seek the welfare of the children of Israel. 

When I arrived in the provinces west of the Euphrates River, I delivered the king’s 
letters to the governors there. [The king in his wisdom, has sent along army 
officers and troops to protect me]. But when Sanballat (the Horonite) and Tobiah 
~ (an Ammonite, who was a government official) heard of my arrival, they were 
very angry that anyone was interested in helping the people of Israel. 

11. So, I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 

12. And TI arose in the night, I and a few men with me; neither told I any man 
what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there 
any beast with me, save that the beast that I rode upon. 

13. AndIwent out by night by the %gate of the Valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the "dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were 
broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 

14. Then I went to the’ gate of the fountain and to the /king’s pool: but there 
was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. 

15. Then I went up in the night by the ‘brook, and viewed the wall, and turned 
back, and entered by the gate of the Valley, and so returned. 

16. And the 'rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as 
yet told it to the Jews, nor to the Priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the 
rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. 
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Three days after my arrival at Jerusalem, I stole out during the night, to do some 
reconnaissance, taking only a few men with me; for I had not told a soul about 
the plans for Jerusalem, which God had placed within my heart. I was mounted 
on my donkey, and my guardsmen were on foot, and we went out through the 
Valley Gate towards the Jackal’s well and over to the Dung Gate, to see the broken 
walls and burned gates. Then we went to the Fountain Gate, and to the King’s 
Pool, but my donkey could not get through the rubble. So, we circle the city, and 
I followed the brook, inspecting the wall, and entered once again through the 
Valley Gate. 

The city officials did not know I had been out there, or why, for as yet I had said 
nothing to anyone about my plans ~ not to the political or religious leaders, or 
even to those who would be doing the work. 

17. Then said I unto them; You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem 
lies waste, and the gates are burned with fire: come, and let us build up 
the walls of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 

18. ThenTI told them of the very hand of God that was good upon me; as also 
the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said; Let us rise 
up and build. So, they *strengthened their hands for this good work. 

19. But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah, the servant, the Ammonite, 
and °Geshem, the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and 
despised us, and said: What is this thing that you do? ‘Will you rebel 
against the king? 

20. Then answered I to them, and said unto them. The God of heaven, He will 
prosper us; therefore, we His servants, will arise and build; “but you have 
no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

But now I told them; “You know full well the tragedy that befell our city; it lies in 
ruins, and it’s gates are burned. Let us rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and rid 
ourselves of this disgrace!” 

Then I told them about the desire that God had put in my heart, and my 
conversation with the king, and to the plan to which he agreed. They replied at 
once; “Good! Let’s” rebuild the wall!” So, the work © began. 
But when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab, heard of our plan, they 
scoffed and said: “What are you doing. Rebelling against the king like this?” 

But I replied: “The God of heaven will help us, and we, his servants, will rebuild 
this wall; but you may have no part in this affair. 


CHAPTER THREE: NAMES OF THEM THAT BUILD THE WALL 


1. Then ‘Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they 
built the ‘sheep gate: they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto 
the tower of Meah they sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananeel. 
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2. And *next to him, built the men of Jericho. And next to them built Zaccur, the 
son of Imri. 

3. But the fish gate did the sons of Hassenaah build, who also laid the beams 
thereof, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 

4. And the next unto them repaired Meremoth, the son of Urijah, the son of Koz. 
The next unto them repaired Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, the son of 
Meshezabeel. And next unto them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. 

5. And next unto them the Tekoites repaired: but their nobles put not their 
necks to ‘the work of the LORD. [Maybe they were too proud to do manual 
work?] 

6. Moreover, the old gates repaired Jehoiada, the son of Paseah, and Meshullam, 
the sons of Besodeiah: they laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors 
thereof; and the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 

7. And next to them repaired Melatiah, the Gibeonite, and Jadon, Meronothite, 
the men of Gibeon, and of Mizpah, unto the “throne of the governor on this 
side of the river. 


8. Next to him repaired Uzziel, the son of Harthaiah, of the goldsmiths. Next unto 
him also repaired Hananiah, the son of one of the apothecaries, and they 
°fortified Jerusalem unto the broad wall. 

9. And next to them repaired Rephaiah, the son of Hur, the ruler of half part of 
Jerusalem. 

10. And next unto them repaired Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph, over against his 
house. And next unto him repaired Hattush, the son of Hashabniah. 

11. Malchijah, the son of Harim, and Hashub, the son of Pahathmoab, repaired the 
other, and the tower of the furnaces. 

12. And next unto him repaired Shallum, the son of Halohesh, the ruler of the half 
part of Jerusalem, he, and his daughters. 

13. The ‘valley gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah: they built it, 
and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and one 
thousand cubits on the walls unto the 9dung gate. 
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14. But the dung gate repaired Malchiah, the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of 
Beth-haccerem: he built it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, 
and the bars thereof. 

15. But *the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun, the son of Colhozeh, the ruler 
of part of Mizpah: he built it, and covered it, and set up the doors thereof, the 
locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and the wall of the pool of °Siloah by the 
‘king’s garden, and unto the stairs that go down from the city of David. 

16. After him repaired Nehemiah, the son of Azbuk, the ruler of half part of 
Bethzur, unto the place over against “the sepulchers of David and to the °pool 
that was made, and unto the house of the mighty. 

17. After him repaired the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani. Next unto him repaired 
Hashabiah, the ruler of the half part of Keilah, in his part. 

18. After him, repaired their brethren, Bavai the son of Henadad, the ruler of half 

part of Keilah. 


19, And next to him repaired Ezer, the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, 
another piece over against the going up to ‘the armoury, at the turning of 
the wall. 

20. After him Baruch the son of Zabbai, earnestly repaired the other piece, 
from the turning of the wall, unto the door of the house of Eliashib, the 
high priest. 

21. After him repaired Meremoth, the son of Urijah, the son of Koz, another 
piece, from the door of the house of Eliashib, even to the end of the house 
of Eliashib (the high priest). 

22. And after him repaired the priests, the men of 9the plain. 

23. After him repaired Benjamin and Hashub, over against their house. After 
him repaired Azariah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, by his 
house. 

24. After him repaired Binnui, the son of Henadad, another piece from the 
house of Azariah unto the turning point of the wall, even unto the corner. 

25. _Palal, the son of Uzai, over against the turning of the wall, and the tower 
which lies out from the king’s high house, that was the court of the prison. 
After him Pedaiah, the son of Parosh. 

26. Moreover, the Nethinims "dwelt in 'Ophel, unto the place over against the 
water gate, towards the east, and the tower that lies out. 

27. After them the Tekoites repaired another piece, over against the great 
tower that lies out, even unto the wall of Ophel. 
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28. From above the “horse gate repaired the priests, every one over against 
his house. 


29. After them repaired Zadok, the son of Immer, over against his house. After 
him also Shemaiah, the son of Shechaniah, the keeper of the east gate. 

30. After him repaired Hananiah, the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth 
son of Zalaph, another piece. After him repaired Meshullam, the son of 
Berechiah, over against his chamber. 

31. After him repaired Malchiah, the goldsmith’s son, unto the place of the 
Nethinims, and of the merchants, over against the gate Miphkad, and to 
the going up of the corner. 

32. And between the ‘going up of the corner unto the sheep gate repaired the 

oldsmiths and the merchants. 


This is how the New Living Bible Translates chapter 3: 
[with my comments in brackets]. 


Then Eliashib, the High Priest and the other priests rebuilt the wall as far as the 
Tower of the Hundred and the Tower of Hananel; then they rebuilt the Sheep Gate, 
hung its doors, and dedicated it. [Notice that even the High Priest got his hands 
dirty, in the task of rebuilding this special part of the wall, and dedicating it. No- 
one is exempt from working for the glory of God’s kingdom!] 


Men of the city of Jericho, came and worked next to them, [they were not 
perceived as a threat to the local Jews and priests, but were welcomed “as fellow 
workers” for the kingdom]. And beyond them was a work crew led by Zaccur (son 
of Imri). 

The Fish Gate was built by the sons of Hassenaah; they did the whole thing ~ cut 
the beams, hung the doors, and made the bolts and bars. Meremoth (son of Uriah, 
son of Hakkoz) repaired the next section of the wall, and beyond him were 
Meshullam (son of Berechiah, so of Meshezabel) and Zadok (son of Baana). Next 
were the men from Tekoa, but their leaders were lazy and didn’t help. 

The Old Gate was repaired by Joiada (son of Paseah) and Meshullam (son of 
Besodeiah). They laid the beams, setup the doors, and installed the bolts and 
bars. 

Next to them, the workers were led by Ezer (son of Jeshua), the mayor of another 
part of Mizpah; they also worked on the section of wall across from the armoury, 
where the wall turns. 
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Next to him was Baruch (son of Zabbai), who built from the turn in the wall to the 
home of Eliashib, the High Priest. Meremoth (son of Uriah, son of Kakkoz) built a 
section of the wall extending from a point opposite the door of Eliashib’s house to 
the side of the house. 

Then came the priests from the plains ~ outside the city. Benjamin, Hashub, and 
Azariah (son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah) repaired the sections next to their own 
houses. Next to Binnui (son of Henadad), who built the portion of the wall from 
Azariah’s House to the corner. 

Palal (son of Uzai) carried on the work from the corner to the foundations of the 
upper tower of the king’s castle beside the prison yard. Next was Pedaiah (son of 
Parosh). 

The temple attendants [the Nethinims] living in Ophel, repaired the wall as far as 
the East Water Gate, and the Projecting Tower. Then came the Tekoites, who 
repaired the section opposite the Castle Tower, and over to the wall of Ophel. The 
priests repaired the wall beyond the Horse Gate, each one doing the section 
immediately opposite his own house. 

Zadok (son of Immer) also rebuilt the wall next to his own house, and beyond was 
Shemaiah him (son of Shechaniah), the gate-keeper of the East gate. Next was 
Hananiah (son of Shelemiah); Hanun (the 6" son of Zalaph); and Meshullam (son 
of Berechiah); who built next to his own house. 

Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired as far as the Temple attendants’ and 
Merchants’ Guild Hall, opposite the Muster Gate, then to the upper room at the 
corner. The other goldsmiths and merchants completed the wall from the corner 
to the Sheep Gate. 


CHAPTER FOUR: NEHEMIAH PRAYS & CONTINUES THE WORK 


1. But it came to pass, *that when Sanballat heard the we built the wall, he was 
wroth (very angry), and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. 

2. And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said; What 
do these feeble Jews? Will they "fortify themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will 
they make and end in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of 
the rubbish that is burned? 

3. Now Tobiah, the Ammonite was by him, and he said; Even what which they 
build, if ‘a fox goes up, he shall even break down their stone wall. 

4. ‘Hear, O our God; for we are °despised: and ‘turn their reproach upon their 
own head, and give them for a prey in the land of captivity. 

5. And %cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before 
thee; for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders. 

6. So, built we the wall: and all-of the wall was joined together unto the half 
thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 

Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He 

flew into a rage, and insulted and mocked us and laughed at us, and so did his 

friends and the Samaritan army officers. “What does this bunch of poor feeble 

Jews think they are doing?” he scoffed. “Do they think that they can build the wall 

in a day, if they offer enough sacrifices? And look at those charred stones they are 
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pulling out of the rubble to use again!” Tobiah, who was standing beside him, 

remarked; “If even a fox walked along the top of the wall, it would collapse!” 

Then I prayed; “Hear us, O LORD God, for we are being mocked. May their scoffing 

boomerang back upon their own heads, and may they themselves become 

captives in a foreign land! Do not ignore their sin. Do not blot it out, for they have 

despised you in despising us, who are building your wall.” 

At last, the wall was completed to half of its original height, around the entire city 

~ for the workers put their mind to the task and worked very hard. 

7. But it came to pass, that Sanballat, and Tobiah and the *Arabians, and the 

Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem °were 
made up, and that breaches began to be stopped, then they were very 


wroth. 

8. And conspired all-of them together, to come and to fight against 
Jerusalem, and to hinder it. 

9. Nevertheless, we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 


them day & night, because of them. 

10. And Judah said; The strength of the bearers of burden is decayed, and 
there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall. 

11. And our adversaries said; They shall not know, neither see, till we come 
in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. 

12. And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they 
said unto us ‘ten times; “from all places from whence you shall return unto 
us they will be upon you. 

But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians, Ammonites, and Ashdodites, 
heard that the work was going right ahead and that the breaks in the wall were 
being repaired, they became furious. They plotted to lead an army against 
Jerusalem to bring about riots and confusion. [In 2600 years, nothing has 
changed. There is still this hatred against Israel and Jerusalem, by the surrounding 
evil nations]. But we prayed to our God and guarded the city, day, and night, to 
protect ourselves. 

Then some of the leaders began complaining that the workmen were becoming 
tired: and there was so much rubble to be removed, that we could never get it 
done by ourselves. 

Meanwhile, our enemies were planning an attack; to swoop down upon us, and 
kill us, thus ending the construction work. And whenever the workers who lived in 
the nearby cities went home for a visit, our enemies tried to talk them out of 
returning to Jerusalem, [using intimidation against the family members that 
remain behind. Again ~ nothing is changed! The terrorists who want to destroy 
the nation of Israel, still use kidnapping and other forms of intimidation against 
the families that help the Jewish people]. 

13. Therefore, set I, °in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher 
places, I even set the people after their families with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. 

14. And I looked and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and the rulers, and to 
the rest of the people; Be not afraid of them: remember the LORD which 
is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your 
daughters, your wives, and your houses. 
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15. And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, 
and GOD had brought their counsel to nothing, that we returned all-of us 
to the wall, every one unto his (assigned) work. 

16. And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants 
wrought in the work, and the other half of them held both the ¢spears, the 
shields, and the bows, and the "habergeons; and the rulers were behind 
all the house of Judah. 

17. They which built on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that 
laded, everyone with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the 
other hand, held a weapon. 

18.  Forthe builders, everyone had his sword girded ‘by his side, and so (they) 
built. And he that sounded the trumpet was (continually) by me. 

So, I placed armed guards, from each family, in the cleared space behind the 
walls. Then I looked over the situation, I called together the leaders, and the 
people and said to them; “Don’t be afraid! Remember the LORD who is great and 
glorious; fight for your friends, your families, and your homes!” 

Our enemies learned that we knew of their plot, and that God had exposed and 
frustrated their plan. Now we all returned to work on the wall; but from then on. 
Only half worked, while the other half stood guard behind them. And the masons 
and the labourers worked with weapons within easy reach beside them ~ or with 
swords belted to their sides. The trumpeter stayed with me to sound the alarm. 

19. And %I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the of the people; 
The work is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one far 
from another. 

20. In what place therefore you hear the sound of the trumpet, resort you 
thither unto us; ©our God shall fight for us. 

21. So, we laboured in the work: and half of them held the spears from the 
rising of the morning till the stars appeared. 

22. Likewise, at the same time, said I unto the people; Let everyone with his 
servant, lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a guard to 
us, and labour on the day. 

23. So, neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the men of the guard 
which followed me, none of us put off our clothes, ‘saving that everyone 
put them off for washing. 

“The work is so spread out,” I explained to them, “and we are separated so widely 
from each other, that when you hear the trumpet blow, you must rush to where I 
am; and GOD will fight for us.” 

We worked early and late, from sunrise until sunset; and half of the men were 
always on guard. I told everyone living outside the walls, to move into Jerusalem 
so that their servants could go on guard duty, as well as work during the day. 
During the period, none of us ~ ever took off our clothes. And we carried our 
weapons with us at all times. 
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CHAPTER FIVE: THE PRACTISE OF USURY IS REFORMED. 


And there was a great cry of the people and their wives against their *brethren, 
the Jews. 

For there were that said: We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: 
therefore, we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live. 

Some also there were that said; We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, 
and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. 

There were also that said; We have borrowed money for the king’s °tribute, 
and that upon our land and our vineyards. 

Yet now, our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: 
and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our ‘daughters to be servants, 
and some of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: neither is it in 
our power to redeem them; for other men have our land and our vineyards. 


ABOUT THIS TIME there was a great outcry of protest from parents against some 
of the rich Jews, who were profiteering on them. What was happening was that 


fam 


ilies who run out of money for food had to sell their children, or mortgage their 


fields, vineyards, and homes, to these rich men; and some could not even do that, 
for they had already borrowed to the limit, to pay their taxes. 

“We are their brothers, and our children are just like theirs,” the people protested. 
“Yet we must sell our children into slavery to get enough money to live. We have 


alre 


ady sold some of our daughters, and we are helpless to redeem them, for our 


fields, too, are mortgaged to these men.” 


6. I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. 

7. Then °I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, 
and said unto them; °You, exact usury, every one of his brothers. And I 
set a great assembly against them. 

8. And I said unto them; We after our ability have ‘redeemed our brethren 
the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will you even sell your 
brethren? Or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and 
found nothing to answer. 

9. Also, I said; It is not good that you do: ought you not walk Yin the fear of 
our GOD, "because of the reproach of the heathen, our enemies? 

10. Ilikewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money 
and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. 

11. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, 
their olive yards, and their houses, also one hundredth part (1/100) of the 
money, and of the corn, that you exact from them. 

12. Then said they; We will restore them, and require nothing of them: so, 
will we do as you say. Then I called the priests, and ‘took an oath of them, 
that they should do according to this promise. 

13. Also, I shook my ‘lap, and said; So, God shake out every man from his 
house, and from his labour that performs not this promise, even thus be 
he shaken out, and ‘emptied. And all-of the congregation said 'Amen! And 
praised the LORD. And the people did according to this promise. 

@ Leviticus 25:35-36; [h]~ my heart consulted Q 4:4 
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I was very angry when I heard this; so, after thinking about it, I spoke out against 
these rich government officials. “What is this you are doing?” I demanded. “How 


dare you demand a mortgage, as a condition for helping another Israelite?” 
IEEE At the trial 1 shouted at them. "The 
rest of us are doing all that we can, to help our Jewish brothers who have returned 
from exile as slaves in distant lands, but you lot are forcing them right back into 
slavery again. How many times must we redeem them?” And they had nothing to 
say in their own defence. 

Then I pressed further. “What you are doing is very evil,” I exclaimed. “Should 
you not walk in the fear of our God? Don’t we have enough enemies among the 
nations that are trying to destroy us? 

The rest of us, are lending money and grain to our fellow-Jews, without any 
interest. I beg you, gentlemen, stop this business of usury. Restore their fields, 
vineyards, olive yards, and their houses to them, this very day, and drop your 
claims against them.” 

So, they agreed to do it, and they said that they would assist their brothers, 
without requiring them to mortgage their lands, and/or sell their children. 

Then I summoned the priests, and made these men formally vow to carry out their 
promises. And I invoked the curse of God upon any of them that refused. “May 
God destroy your homes and your livelihood, if you fail to keep this promise,” I 
declared. And all-of the people shouted, “AMEN,” and praised the LORD. And the 
rich men did as they had promised. 

14. Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the 
land of Judah, from the 720" year even unto the °32™ year of Artaxerxes 
the king, that is, twelve years, I and my brethren, have not ‘eaten the 
bread of the governor. 

15. But the former governors that had been before me were chargeable unto 
the people, and had taken of them bread and wine, besides forty shekels 
of silver; yes; even their servant’s bare rule over the people: but so, I did 
not, because of the fear of God. 

16. Yes, also I continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: 
and all-of my servants were gathered thither unto the work. 

17. Moreover, there were at my table one hundred and fifty Jews, and rulers, 
besides those that came unto us from among the heathen that are about 
us. 

18. Now that ‘which was prepared for me daily was one ox, and six choice 
sheep: also, fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days, store of 
all sorts of wine: yet for all this required not I not I the bread of the 
governor, because the bondage was heavy upon this people. 

19. ©Think upon me, my God, for good according to all that I have done for 
this people. 

“I would like to mention that for the entire 12 years that I was governor of Judah 
~ from the 20" until the 32" year of the reign of King Artaxerxes ~ my aides and 
I accepted no salaries, or other assistance from the people of Israel. 

This was quite a contrast to the former governors, who had demanded food and 
wine and $100 a day in cash, and had put the population at the mercy of their 
aides, who tyrannized them; but I obeyed GOD, and did not act that way. 


42:1 © See verse 18; 2 4 4 Kings 4:22 
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I stayed at work on the wall, and refused to speculate in land; I also required my 
officials to spend time working on the wall. All-of this, despite the fact, that I 
regularly fed 150 Jewish officials at my table, besides visitors from other countries! 
The provisions required for each day was one ox, six fat sheep, and a large number 
of domestic fowls: and we needed a huge supply of all kinds of wines, every ten 
days. Yet, I refused to make a special levy against the people, for they were having 
a difficult time. O my God, please keep in mind all that I’ve done for these people 
and bless me for it. 


CHAPTER SIX: SANBALLAT’S CRAFTINESS 


1. Now it came to pass, when ?Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, 
and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had built the wall, and that there 
was no breach left therein; (’although at this stage I had not set up doors 
upon the gates; ) 

2. That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying; Come, let us meet together 
in some one of the villages in the plain of “Ono. But they thought to do me 
mischief. 

3. And I sent messengers unto them, saying: Iam doing a great work, so that I 
cannot come down: Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come 
down to you? 

4. Yet they sent (letters) unto me four times after this sort; and I them after the 
same manner. 

5. Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an 
open letter in his hand; 

6. Wherein was written: It is reported among the heathen, and “Gashmu says it, 
that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause, thou build the wall, 
that thou may be their king, according to these words. 

7. And thou have also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying; 
There is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to 
these words. Come now therefore, and let us counsel together. 

8. Then I sent unto him, saying; There are no such things done as you say, but 
you feignest them out of thine own heart. 

9. For they all made us afraid, saying; Their hands shall be weakened from the 
work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 

10. Afterward, I came unto the house of Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah, the son of 
Mehetabeel, who was “shut up; and he said; Let us meet together in the house 
of God, within the Temple, and let us shut the doors of the Temple; for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the night they will come to slay thee. 

11. And I said; Should such a man as I flee? And who is there, that, being as I 
am, would go into the Temple to save his life? I will not go in. 

12. And I perceived that God had not sent him: but that he pronounced this 
prophecy against me; for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 

13. Therefore, was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that 
they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 

14. ‘My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these thy works, 
and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have 
put me in fear. 
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When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies found 
out that we had almost completed the rebuilding of the wall ~ although at this 
stage, we had not hung all-of the doors of the gates ~ they sent messengers 
asking me to meet them in one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But I realised 
that they were planning to kill me, so I replied, by sending them back this message 
to them: “I am doing a great work! Why should I stop to come and visit with you?” 
Four time they sent the same message, and each time I gave the same answer. 
The fifth time, Sanballat’s servant came with an open letter in his hand, and this 
is what it said; 
“Geshem tells me that everywhere he goes he hears that the Jews are planning 
to rebel (against the king), and that is why you are building the wall. He claims 
that you are planning to be their king ~ that is what is being said. He also reports 
that you have appointed prophets to campaign for you at Jerusalem by saying; 
“Look! Nehemiah is just the man we need!” 
“You can be very sure that that Iam going to pass these interesting comments on 
to king Artaxerxes! I suggest that you come and talk it over with me ~ for that is 
the only way that you can save yourself!” 
My reply was! “You know that you are lying. There is not one bit of truth in your 
whole story ~ you are just trying to scare us into stopping our work.” O LORD 
God, please strengthen me! 
A few days later I went to see Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah, the son of 
Mehetabeel, for he said he was receiving as message from God. 
“Let us hide in the Temple and bolt the door,” he exclaimed, “for they are coming 
tonight to kill you.” 
But I replied; “Should I, the governor, run away from my danger? And if I go into 
the Temple, not being a priest, I would forfeit my life. No, I won’t do it!” 
Then I perceived that God had not sent him 
, but that Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him to scare me and 
make me to sin, by fleeing to the Temple; and then they would be able to accuse 
me. 
“O my God,” I prayed; “don’t forget the evil of Tobiah and Sanballat, Noadiah the 
Prophetess, and all-of the other prophets who have tried to discourage me.” 
15. So, the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of ?Elul, in fifty-two days. 
16. And it came to pass, that when all-of our enemies heard thereof, and all- 
of the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast 
down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought by 
God. 
The wall was finished in early September (on the 25" day of the month of Elul 
(the first month of the Hebrew calendar). It had taken only 52 days to complete 
this work. When our enemies, and the surrounding nations heard about it they 
were frightened and humiliated, and they realised that the work had been done 
with the help of our God. 
17. Moreover, in those days, the nobles of Judah °sent many letters unto 
Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. 
18. For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son- 
in-law of Shechaniah the son of Arah: and his son Johanan had taken the 
daughter of “Meshullam the son of Berechiah. 
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19. Also, they reported his good deeds before me; and uttered my “words 
(back) to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear. 

During those 52 days, many letters were sent back and forth between Tobiah and 
the wealthy politicians in Judah. For many in Judah had previously sworn 
allegiance to Tobiah because his father-in-law was Shechaniah (son of Arah) and 
because his son Jehohanan was married to the daughter of Meshullam (son of 
Berechiah. They all told me what a wonderful man Tobiah was, and then they told 
him everything I had said: and Tobiah sent many letters to frighten me. 


CHAPTER SEVEN: REGISTER OF THE GENEALOGY 


1. Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had ’set up the doors, and 
the porters, and the singers, and the Levites were appointed. 

2. That I gave my brother ‘Hanani and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge 
over Jerusalem: for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many. 

3. And I said unto them; Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun 
be hot; and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar them: and 
appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, everyone in his watch, and 
everyone is to be over against his house. 

4. Now the city was “large and great: but the people were few therein, and the 
houses were not built. 

After the wall had been finished construction, and we had hung the doors in the 
gates, and had appointed the gate keepers, the singers, and the Levites, I gave 
authority of governing Jerusalem, to my brother Hanani and to Hananiah, the 
commander of the fortress ~ a very faithful man, who revered God more than 
most people do. I issued instructions to them not to open the Jerusalem gates 
until well after sunrise, and to close and lock them while the guards were still on 
duty. 

I also directed that the guards be residents of Jerusalem (to recognise locals), and 

that each home owner must be on duty at regular times, and that each homeowner 

that lives near the wall, must guard the section of the wall next to his own home. 

For the city was large, but the population was small; and only a few houses were 

scattered throughout the city. 

5: And my God put in my heart to gather together the nobles, and the rulers, 
and the people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found a 
register of the genealogy of them which came “at the first, and found 
written therein. 

6. ‘These are the children of the province, that went up out of the captivity, 
of those that had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away, and came again to Jerusalem, and to Judah, 
everyone unto his city; 

7. Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, 
Nahimana, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nahum, Baanah. The 
number, I say, of the men of the people of Israel was this; 

8. The children of Parosh, two thousand, one hundred & seventy-two. 

9. The children of Shephatiah, three hundred & seventy-two. 

10. The children of Arah, six hundred & fifty-two. 
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The children of Pahathmoab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two 
thousand, eight hundred & eighteen. 
The children of Elam, one thousand two hundred & fifty-four. 
The children of Zattu, eight hundred & forty-five. 
The children of Zaccai, seven hundred & sixty. 
The children of Binnui, six hundred & forty-eight. 
The children of Bebai, six hundred & twenty-eight. 
The children of Azgad, two thousand, three hundred & twenty-two. 
The children of Adonikim, six hundred & sixty-seven. 
The children of Bigvai, two thousand & sixty-seven. 
The children of Adin, six hundred & fifty-five. 
The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 
The children of Hashum, three hundred & twenty-eight. 
The children of Bezai, three hundred & twenty-four. 
The children of “Jorah, one hundred & twelve. 
The children of, two hundred & twenty-three. 
The children of °Gibbar, ninety-five. 
The children of Bethlehem, and Netophah, one hundred & eighty-eight 
The men of Anathoth, one hundred & twenty-eight. 
The children of “‘Bethazmaveth, (or Azmaveth), forty-two. 
The children of Kiriathaim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred & forty- 
three. 
The children of Ramah and Geba, six hundred & twenty-one. 
The men of Mishmash, one hundred & twenty-two. 
The men of Bethel, and Ai, one hundred & twenty-three. 
The children of Nebo, fifty-two. 
The children of the other Elam, one thousand, two hundred & fifty-four. 
The children of Harim, three hundred & twenty. 
The children of Lod, “Hadid, Ono, seven hundred & twenty-one. 
The children of Jericho, three hundred & forty-five. 
The children of Sanaa, three thousand, six hundred & thirty. 
The Priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred 
& seventy-three. 
The children of Immer, one thousand & fifty-two. 
The children of Pashur, one thousand, two hundred & forty-seven. 
The children of Harim, one thousand & seventeen. 
The Levites: The children of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the children of 
Hodaviah, seventy-four. 
The Singers: The children of Asaph, one hundred & forty-eight. 
The children of the porters: The children of Shallum, the children of Ater, 
the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the 
children of Shobai, a total of one hundred & thirty-eight. 
The °Nethinim’s: The children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children 
of Tabbaoth; 
The children of Keros, the children of Siaha, the children of Padon, 
The children of Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the children of Akkub, 
The children of Hagab, the children of Shalmai, the children of Hanan, 
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65. 


66. 


Gf. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


71. 


72. 


#3: 


The children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, 

The children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, 

The children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, the children of Besai, 

The children of Asnah, the children of Mehunim, the children of ?Nephusim; 
The children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 

The children of Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 

The children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Thamar, 

The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 

The children of Solomon’s servants: the children of Sotai, the children of 
Sophereth, the children of Peruda, 

The children of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 

The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth 
of Zebaim, the children of Amon. 

All-of the Nethinim’s, and the children of Solomon’s servants, were three 
hundred & ninety-two. 

And these were they that went up from Telmelah, Telharsa, Cherub, "Addan, 
and Immer: but they could not show their father’s house, and their ‘seed, 
whether they were of Israel. 

The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six 
hundred & “forty-two. 

And the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of 
Koz, the children of Barzillai; which took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai, 
the Gileadite; and was called after their name; [these were the children 
of the priests who married outside of their tribe]. 

These sought their register among those that were reckoned by genealogy, 
but they were not found; therefore, © 


And the ‘Tirshatha said unto them that they 9should not eat of the most holy 
things, until there stood up a priest with "Urim and with Thummim. 
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The whole congregation was forty-two thousand, three 
hundred & sixty, 

Beside their manservants and their maids, of whom 
there were seven thousand, three hundred & thirty- 
seven; and there were among them two hundred singing 
men and singing women. 

Their horses were seven hundred & thirty-six; their mules two hundred & 
forty-five; 

Their camels, four hundred & thirty-five; their asses, six thousand, seven 
hundred & twenty. 

And ‘some of the chiefs of the fathers, gave unto the work. The Tirshatha 
gave to the treasure one thousand drams of gold, fifty basons, five hundred 
& thirty Priests’ garments. 


@ [h]~ Or, Nephishesim © [h]~ They were polluted " Exodus 28:30 
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And some of the chiefs of the fathers gave to the treasure of the work, twenty 
thousand drams of gold, and two thousand two hundred pounds of silver. 
74, And that which the rest of the people was twenty thousand drams of gold, 
two thousand pounds of silver, and sixty-seven Priest’s garments. 
75. So, the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, and some 
of the people, and the Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and 
when the seventh month came, the children were in their cities. 


CHAPTER EIGHT: THE READING OF THE LAW: THE FEAST OF 
TABERNACLES 


1. And all-of the people *gathered themselves together as one man into the 
streets that was before the "Water Gate; and they spoke unto Ezra the ‘scribe 
to bring the book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded to 
Israel. 

2. And Ezra the priest brought the Law before the congregation, both the men 
and the women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day 
of the seventh month. 

3. And he read therein before the street that was before the Water Gate “from 
the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that 
could understand; and the ears of all-of the people were attentive unto the 
book of the Law. 

4. And Ezra the scribe, stood upon a ‘pulpit of wood, which they had made for 
the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and 
Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand 
Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, 
Zechariah, and Meshullam. 

5. And Ezra opened the Book in the ‘sight of all-of the people; (for he was above 
all-of the people); and when he opened it, all-of the people stood up: 

6. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all-of the people answered; 
JAmen, Amen, with lifting up their hands, and worshipped the Lord, with their 
faces to the ground. 

7. And Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, "caused 
the people to understand the Law; and the people stood in their place. 

8. So, they read in the book of the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to understand the reading. 

Now in mid-September, all-of the people assembled at the plaza in front of the 

Water Gate and requested Ezra, their religious leader, to read to them the law of 

God, which He had given to Moses. 


So, Ezra, the priest, brought out to them the scroll of Moses’ Laws. oa od 
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He stood upon a wooden stand made especially for the occasion, so that everyone 
could see him as he read. He faced the square in front of the Water Gate, and 
read from early morning until noon. Everyone stood up as he opened the 
scroll. And all who were old enough to understand, paid close attention. 


To his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah. To his 
left stood, Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and 
Meshullam. 

Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all-of the people said; “Amen,” 
and lifted up their hands towards heaven; then they bowed and worshipped the 
LORD with their faces towards the ground. 


And as Ezra read from the scroll, Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, 
Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the 
Levites went among the people, (while the people remained in their places), and 
explained the meaning of the passage that was being read. 


9. And Nehemiah, which is the *Tirshatha (the Governor), and Ezra the priest 
and scribe, and the Levites, °that taught the people, said unto the people; 
This day is holy unto the LORD your GOD: mourn not, nor weep. For all- 
of the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. 

10. Then he said unto them; Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto them, for whom nothing is prepared: for this day 
is holy unto our LORD: Neither you be sorry; for the joy of the LORD is 
your strength. 

11. So, the Levites stilled all-of the people, saying; Hold your peace, for the 
day is holy; Neither be you grieved. 

12. And all-of the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions and to make great mirth, because they had ‘understood the words 
that were declared unto them. 

All-of the people began sobbing, when they heard the commands of the Law. 

Then Ezra the priest, and I as Governor, and the Levites, who were assisting me, 
said to them; “Don’t cry on such a day as this! For today is a sacred day before 
the LORD, your God. It is time to celebrate with a hearty meal, and to send 


@ [h]~ the Governor > See verses 7,8,12 © See verses 7-9 
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presents to those in need, for the joy of the Lord is your strength. You must never 
be dejected and sad, on this special day!” 

And the Levites, too, quietened the people, telling them; “That’s right! Don’t weep! 
For this is a day of holy joy, not of sadness!” 

So, the people went away to eat a festive meal, and to send presents; It was a 
time of great and joyful celebration, because they could hear and understand 
God's word. 

E3. And on the second day were gathered together the chiefs of the fathers 
of all-of the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even 
‘to understand the words of the Law. 

14. And they found the words written in the Law which the LORD had 
commanded °by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths 
in the feast of the seventh month. 

15. And that they should publish and proclaim in all-of their cities, and in 
Jerusalem, saying; Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and 
pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches of 
thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. 

The next day, the Clan Leaders, and the Priests and the Levites, met with Ezra, to 
go over the law in greater detail. And they studied it, and they noted that Jehovah 
had told Moses, that the people of Israel should live in tents, during the Feast of 
Tabernacles, to be held that month. He had said also that a proclamation should 
be made throughout all-of the cities of the land, and especially in Jerusalem, telling 
the people to go to the hills to get branches from the Olive, Myrtle, Palm and Fig 
trees, and to make huts in which to live, for the duration of the feast. 

16. So, the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves 
booths, every one upon ‘the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in 
the courts of the house of God, and in “the street of the Water Gate, and 
in the street of the “Gate of Ephraim. 

17. And all-of the congregation of them were again out of the captivity made 
booths, and sat under the booths: for since the days of Jeshua (Joshua) 
the son of Nun unto that day ‘had not the children of Israel done so. And 
there was great gladness. 

18. Also, day by day, from the first day unto the last day, %he read in the book 
of the Law of God. And the kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth 
day, was "a solemn assembly, according unto the manner. 

So, the people went out and cut branches, and used them to build huts on the 
roofs of their houses, or in their courtyards, or in the court of the Temple, or on 
the plaza beside the Water Gate, or at the Ephraim Gate Plaza. 

They lived in these huts for the seven days of the feast, and everyone was filled 
with joy! (This procedure had not been carried out since the days of Joshua, the 
son of Nun.) Ezra read from the scroll on each of the seven days of the feast, and 
on the eight day there was a solemn closing service, as required by the laws of 
Moses. [Note: Joshua passed away on the 26th of Nisan, 2516 (1245 BCE), at the 
age of 110 years. This ceremony was for the Nation of Israel “to remember God’s 
protection for the nation of Israel, as they wandered in the wilderness for forty 
years, because of their disobedience.” Not since the days of Joshua, roughly 1,000 
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years earlier, had the people of Israel properly observed the Feast of Tabernacles 
by living in booths. The Jewish nation had not been following the Law, for 1,000 
years. This shows how easy it is to be going to the Temple, saying your prayers, 
making your offerings, but not actually being obedient to God’s written word. 
The same applies for Christians today; people go to church, sing the hymns, say 
their prayers, give their offerings, but fail to have Communion “every time they 
meet together” ~ “in remembrance of Me.” Maybe the Churches better start 
following the word of God, in the New Testament, as well! 


CHAPTER NINE: THE LEVITE’S CONFESSION OF GOD’S GOODNESS 


1. Now, on the twenty-fourth day of *this month, the children of Israel were 
assembled with fasting, and with °sack-clothes, and ‘earth upon their heads. 

2. And %the seed of Israel separated themselves from all *strangers, and stood 
and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 

3. And they stood up in their place, and read of the Book of the Law of the LORD 
their God, one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, 
and worshipped the LORD their God. 

On the 10 October (24 day of the Hebrew calendar month), the people returned 
for another observance; this time, they fasted, and clothed themselves in 
sackcloth, and sprinkled dirt in their hair. And the Israelis separated themselves 
from all foreigners. And the laws of God were read aloud to them (KJV says for “ 
of a day, which is 6 hours), and then for another 6 hours they took turns, 
confessing their sins, and the sins of their ancestors. And everyone worshipped 
the Lord their God. So, they had a service which lasted 12 hours. Some Christians 
complain, if the service goes more one hour. Look how far we have fallen ~ we 
have left our first love, to worship a form of godliness! 

4, Then stood up upon the ‘stairs, of the Levites, 9Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, 
Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani (2), and Chenani, and cried out with a 
loud voice unto the LORD their God. 

5. Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, 
Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah said; Stand up and bless the LORD 
your God for ever and ever; and blessed be thy glorious name, which is 
exalted above all blessings and praise. 

6. "Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made the heaven, the heaven 
of heavens, with all-of their hosts, the earth, and all things that are 
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and you preserve them all; and 
the host of heaven worships thee. 

7. Thou art the LORD the God, who did choose ‘Abram, and brought him forth 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gave him the name /Abraham. 

8. And found his heart ‘faithful, before thee; and made a 'covenant with him 
to give the land of "the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and the 
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Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to give it, I say to his 
seed, and “have performed thy words; for thou art righteous: 


9. And °did see the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heard their cry by 
the Red Sea; 

10. And showed signs and wonders before Pharoah, and on all-of his servants, 
and on all-of the people of his land; for thou knew that they dealt proudly 
against them. So did thou ‘get thee a name, as it is this day. 

11. And “thou did divide the sea before them, so that they went through the 
midst of the sea on dry land; and their persecutors, thou threw into the 
deeps, as a stone into the mighty waters. 

12. Moreover, thou ‘lead them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and in the night 
by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the way wherein they should go. 

13. ‘Thou came down also upon Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from 
heaven, and gave them right judgements, and %true laws, good statutes, 
and commandments: 

14. And you made known unto them thy "holy Sabbath, and commanded them 
precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant: 

15. And ‘gave them bread from heaven for their (physical) hunger, and 
Jbrought forth water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and promised 
them that they should “go into possess the land 'which had been sworn to 
give them. 

16. But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and 
hearkened not to thy commandments. 

17. And refused to obey, neither "were mindful of thy wonders that thou did 
amongst them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion "appointed 
a captain to return to their bondage; but thou art °a God ready to pardon, 
Pgracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsakes 
them not. 

18. Yes, when they had made them a molten calf, and said; This is thy god 
that brought thee out of Egypt, and had wrought great provocations; 

19, Yet thou, in thy manifold mercies, forsook not them in the wilderness: the 
pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them in the 
way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the way 
therein that they should go. 

20. Thou gave also thy ‘good Spirit (the Holy Spirit) to instruct them, and 
withheld not thy manna from their mouth, and gave them water for their 
thirst (in the desert). 

21. Yes, ‘forty years did you sustain them in the wilderness, so that they 
lacked nothing; ‘their clothes waxed not old; and their feet swelled not. 

@ Joshua 23:14 " Exodus 20:8-11 " Numbers 14:4 

> Exodus 3:7 Exodus 16:14-15 ° [h]~ God of pardons 

© Exodus 9:16 J Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:9 P Exodus 34:6; Joel 2:13 

: Exodus 14:21-22,27-28 i Deuteronomy 1:8 9 Exodus 32:4 

© Exodus 13:21-22 | Th]~ which thou had lifted up " Numbers 11:17; Isaiah 63:11 
f Exodus 19:20; 20:1 thine hand to give them S Deuteronomy 2:7 

3 Th]~ laws of truth ™ Psalm 78:11,42-43 t Deuteronomy 8:4; 29:5 


eye) 


22. 


23: 


24. 


25, 


26. 


27; 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


Moreover, you gave them kingdoms and nations, and did divide them into 
“corners: So, they possessed the land of °Sihon, and the land of the king 
of ‘Heshbon, and the land of “Og, king of Bashan. 

Their children also multiplied thou, as ‘the stars in the heaven, and 
brought them into the land, concerning which thou had promised to their 
fathers, that they should go in to possess it. 

So, the children went in and possessed the land, and thou subdued before 
them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their 
hands ~ with their kings, and the people of the land, that they might do 
with them ‘as they would. 

And they took strong cities, and a 9fat land, and possessed "houses full of 
goods, ‘wells already dug, vineyards, and olive-yards, and /fruit trees in 
abundance: so, they did eat, and were filled, and became fat, and 
delighted themselves in thy goodness. 

Nevertheless, they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and “cast 
thy law behind their backs, and 'slew thy prophets which testified against 
them, to turn back to thee, and they wrought great provocations. 
™Therefore, thou delivered them into the hands of their enemies (as 
punishment for their rebellion), who vexed them: and in the time of their 
troubles, when they cried unto thee, thou heard them from heaven, and 
according to thy manifold mercies, thou gave them "saviours, who saved 
them out of the hand of their enemies. 

But after they had rest, °they did evil again before thee; therefore, you 
left them in the hands of their enemies, so that they had dominion over 
them: yet when they returned, and cried unto thee, thou heard them from 
heaven: and many times, did thou deliver them according to thy mercies; 
And testified against them, that thou might bring them again unto the law: 
yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto thy commandments, but 
sinned against my judgements, ("which if a man does, he shall live in 
them); and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would 
not hear. 

Yet many years did thou ‘forbear them, and testified against them by the 
Spirit 'in thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: ‘therefore, gave thou 
them into the hands of the people of the lands. 

Nevertheless, for thy great mercies’ sake, ‘thou did not utterly consume 
them, nor forsake them: for thou art a “gracious and merciful God. 

Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, ‘who 
keeps covenant and mercy, let not all-of the “trouble seem little before 
thee, Xthat has come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our 
priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all-of thy people, 
Ysince the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day. 
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33. Howbeit, *thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done 
right, but we have done wickedly: 

34. Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy 
law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments and thy testimonies, 
wherewith thou didst testify against them. 

35. Forthey have not served thee in their kingdom, and in thy great goodness, 
that thou gave them, and in the large and fat land which thou gave before 
them, neither turned they back from their wicked works. 

36. Behold, °we are servants this day, and for the land that thou gave to our 
fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and the good thereof, behold we are 
servants in it: 

37. And it yielded much increase unto the kings that thou have set over us, 
because of our sins; also, they have dominion over our bodies, and over 
our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great distress. 

38. And because of all this, ‘we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our 
princes, Levites, and priests, “seal unto it. 

Some of the Levites were on the platform, praising the Lord with songs of joy. 
These men were Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani (2) 
and Chenani. 

Then the Levite leaders called out to the people; “Stand up, and praise the LORD 
your God, for he lives from everlasting to everlasting. Praise His glorious name! It 
is far greater than we can think, or comprehend, or say.” 

The leaders in this part of the service were Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, 
Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah. 

Then Ezra prayed; “You alone are God. You made the skies and the heavens, the 
earth and the seas, and everything in them. You preserve it all; and all-of the 
angels of heaven worship you. 

“You are the LORD God who chose Abram and brought him from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, and renamed him Abraham. When he was faithful to you, you made a 
contract with him to forever give him and his descendants (through the line of 
Isaac & Jacob) the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites, 
and the Girgashites; and now you have done what you have promised, for you are 
always true to your word. [The Girgashites were the 5" ethnic group that lived in 
the Land of Canaan.] 

“You saw troubles and sorrow of our ancestors in Egypt, and you heard their cries 
from beside the Red Sea. You displayed great miracles against Pharaoh and his 
people, for you knew how brutally the Egyptians were treating them; you have a 
glorious reputation because of those never-to-be-forgotten-deeds. 

“You divided the sea for your people, so they could go through the sea on dry 
land! And then you destroyed their enemies in the depths of that same sea; they 
sank like stones beneath the mighty waters. 

“You led our ancestors by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, so 
that they could find their way and keep on the correct path. 

“You came down onto Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from heaven, and gave 
them good laws and true commandments, including the laws about the Holy 
Sabbath; and you commanded them, through Moses your servant, to obey them 
all! 
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“You gave them bread from heaven, when they were hungry, and water from the 
rock when they were thirsty. You commanded them to go in and to conquer the 
land, that you had sworn to give them; but our ancestors were a proud and 
stubborn lot, and they refused to listen to, or obey, your commandments. 

“They refused to obey, and did not pay any attention to the miracles that you did 
for them; instead, they rebelled, and appointed a leader to take them back into 
slavery in Egypt! HOW STUPID IS THAT? God gets you out of slavery & your 
ancestors wanted to go back into slavery??? But O LORD, you are a God of 
forgiveness, always ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
full of love and mercy for your people; you did not abandon them; even though 
they made a calf-idol and proclaimed, ‘This is our God! He brought us out of Egypt!’ 
They sinned in so many ways, BUT in your great mercy, you did not abandon them 
to die in the wilderness! The pillar of cloud led them forward day by day, and the 
pillar of fire, showed them to correct way through the night. You sent your good 
Spirit to instruct them, and you did not stop giving them bread from heaven, and 
water from the rock, to quench their thirst. 

For forty years you sustained them in the wilderness; They lacked nothing in all- 
of that time. Their clothes did not wear out, and their feet did not swell! 

“Then you helped them conquer great kingdoms and many nations, and you placed 
your people in every corner of the land; they completely took over the land of 
King Sihon of Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan. You caused a population explosion 
among the Israelites, and brought them into the land that you had promised to 
their ancestors. You subdued whole nations before them ~ even the kings and 
people of the Canaanites were powerless! Your people captured fortified cities and 
fertile land; they took over houses full of good things, with cisterns, and vineyards 
and olive-yards, and many, many fruit trees; so, they ate and were full and 
enjoyed themselves in all your blessings. 

“But despite all this they were disobedient and rebelled against you. They threw 
away your law, killed your prophets, who told them return to you, and they did 
many other terrible things. But in their time of trouble, they cried out to you, and 
you heard them from heaven, and in great mercy you sent them saviours who 
delivered them from their enemies. But when all was going well, your people 


turned away into sin once again, and once again you let their enemies conquer 
them. Yet whenever your people returned to you and cried out to you for help, 


once more you listened from heaven, and in your wonderful mercy delivered them! 
You punished them in order to turn them back to your laws; but even though they 
should have obeyed them, they were proud and would not listen, and continued 
to sin. 

You were patient with them for many years. You sent your prophets to warn them 
about sins, but still, they would not listen. So once again, you allowed the heathen 
nations to conquer them. But in your great mercy you did not destroy them 
completely, or abandon them forever. What a gracious and merciful God you are! 
“And now, O great and awesome God, you who keep your promises of love and 
kindness ~ do not let all-of the hardships that we have gone through become as 
nothing to you. Great trouble has come upon us and upon our kings and princes 
and priests and prophets and ancestors from the day when the kings of Assyria 
first triumphed over us, until now. 

Every time you punished us, you were being perfectly fair; we have sinned so 
greatly, that you gave us only what we deserved. Our kings, princes, priests, and 
ancestors didn’t obey your laws, or listened to your warnings. They did not worship 
you despite the wonderful things that you did for them and the great goodness 


58 


you showered upon them. You gave them a large, productive land, but they 
refused to turn from their wickedness. 

“So now, we are Slaves here in the land of plenty which you gave to our ancestors! 
Slaves among all-of this abundance! The lush yield of this land passes into the 
hands of the king whom you have allowed, because of our sins. They have power 
over our bodies and our cattle, and we serve them at their pleasure, and we are 
in great misery. Because of all-of this, we again promise to serve the LORD! And 
we and our princes and Levites, and priests, put our names to this covenant. 


CHAPTER TEN: SEALING OF THE COVENANT 


Be 


Now those that sealed were Nehemiah, °the Tirshatha (the Governor), ‘the 

son of Hachaliah, and Zedekiah, 

4Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 

Pashur, Amariah, Malchijah, 

Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 

Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 

Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 

Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 

Maasiah, Bilgai, Shemaiah: these were the priests. 

And the Levites: both Jeshua the son of Azariah, Binnui of the sons of 

Henadad, Kadmiel; 

10. And their brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 

11. Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, 

12. Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 

13. Hodijah, Bani, Beninu. 

14. The Chief of the people: Parosh, Pahathmoab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 

15. Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 

16. Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 

17. Ater, Hizkijah, Azur, 

18. Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 

19, Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 

20. Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 

21. Meshezabeel, Zadok, Jaddua, 

22, Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 

23, Hoshea, Hananiah, Hashub, 

24, Hallohesh, Pileha, Shobek, 

25. Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 

26. And Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 

27. Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

28. And the rest of the people, °the priests, and the Levites, the porters, the 
singers, the Nethinims, and ‘all they that had separated themselves from the 
people of the lands, unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters, every one having knowledge, and having understanding; 

29. They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into 

an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was given 9by Moses, "the servant of God, 


WANAUNAWN 


9 [h]~ at the sealings i Des Pa 9 [h]~ by the hand of 
b [h]~ the Governor (see 8:9) © Ezra 2:36-43 i Deuteronomy 33:1 
STE, f Ezra 6:21 
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30. 


ot. 


32: 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39; 


and to observe and do all-of the commandments of the LORD, our Lord, and 
his judgements and his statutes; 

And that we would not give “our daughters unto the people of the land, nor 
take their daughters for our sons; 

’And if the people of the land bring wares, or any victuals on the Sabbath Day 
to sell; that we would not buy it on the Sabbath Day, or on the Holy Day; and 
that we would leave the ‘seventh year, and the “exaction of “every debt. 
Also, we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly, with the third 
part of a shekel for the service of the House of our God. 

For ‘the shewbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for the continual 
burnt offering, of the Sabbaths, of the new moons, for "the set feasts, and for 
the holy things, and for the sin offerings 'to make an atonement for Israel, and 
for all the work of the house of our God. 

And ‘we cast lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for ‘the wood 
offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after the houses of our fathers, 
at 'times appointed year by year, to burn upon the altar of the LORD our God, 
™as it is written in the law. 

And to bring "the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of all-of the trees, 
year by year, unto the house of the LORD. 

Also, the first born of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is written in the law, 
and the firstlings of our herds, and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our 
God; unto the priests that minister in the house of our God. 

°And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and 
the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the 
Pchambers of the house of our God; and the %tithes of our ground unto the 
Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all-of the cities of our 
tillage. 

And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites, 'when the Levites 
take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe to the tithes unto the house 
of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house. 

For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring an offering of the 
corn, of the new wine, and of the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels 
of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the 
singers; and we will not forsake the house of our God. 


These men (listed above) signed the documents of the oath, on behalf of the entire 
nation ~ which included the common people; the priests; the Levites; the 
gatekeepers; the choir members, the Temple Servants (the Nethinims); and of 
the rest who, with their wives and sons and daughters, who were old enough to 
understand, had separated themselves from the heathen people, who were living 
in the land, in order to serve God. 

For we all heartily agreed to this oath and vowed to accept the curse of God, 
unless we obeyed God's laws, as issued by his servant Moses. 


# Exodus 34:16; Deuteronomy © [h]~ every hand ™ Leviticus 6:12 
7:3; Ezra 9:12,14 Leviticus 24:5-6 " Exodus 23:19; 34:26; 
> Exodus 20:10; Leviticus 3 Numbers chapters 28 & 29 Deuteronomy 26:2 
23:3; Deuteronomy 5:12; h Numbers 29:39 ° Leviticus 23:17; Numbers 


chapter 13:15-22 
© Exodus 23:10-11; Leviticus 


15:19; Deuteronomy 18:4 


Leviticus 1:4 
P See verses 38-39 


} See 11:1 
; 25:4 i 4 Leviticus 27:30 
Deuteronomy 15:1-2 See 13:31 " Numbers 18:26 
' Ezra 10:14 
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We also agreed not to pollute God’s inheritance by forbidding our daughters to 
marry non-Jewish men, and not to let our sons marry non-Jewish girls. 

We further agreed that if the heathen people in the land should bring any grain or 
other produce to be sold on the Sabbath Day, or on any other holy day, that we 
would refuse to buy it. And we agreed not to do any work every seventh year, and 
to forgive and cancel the debts of our brother Jews. 

We also agree to charge ourselves annually with a Temple Tax, so that there would 
be enough money to care for the Temple of our God; for we needed supplies of 
the Special Bread of the Presence, as well as grain offerings and burnt offerings 
for the Sabbaths, the new moon feasts, and the annual feasts. 

We also needed to purchase the other items necessary for the work of the Temple 
and for the atonement of Israel. 

Then we tossed a coin (cast lots) to determine when ~ at regular times each year, 
the families of the priests, Levites, and leaders should supply the wood for the 
burnt offering at the Temple, as required in the law. 

We also agreed to always bring the first part of every crop (Yearly) to the Temple 
~ whether it be a ground crop, or from our fruit and olive trees. 
We agreed to give to God our oldest sons and the first born of all-of our cattle, 
herds, and flocks, just as the law requires; we presented them to the priests who 
minister in the Temple of our God. They stored the produce in the Temple of our 
God ~ the best of our grain crops, and other contributions, the first of our fruit, 
and the first of the new wine and the olive oil. And we promised to bring to the 
Levites one tenth of everything our land produced, for the Levites were responsible 
to collect the tithes in all-of our rural towns. 

A priest ~ a descendant of Aaron, would be with the Levites, as they received 
these tithes, and one tenth of all-of that, was collected as tithes and was delivered 
to the Temple and placed in the appropriate storage areas. 

The people and the Levites were required by law to bring these offerings of grain, 
new wine, and olive oil to the Temple and place them in the sacred containers for 
use by the ministering priests, the gate keepers, and the choir singers. 
So, we all agreed together not to neglect the Temple of our God. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN: NAMES OF THE CHIEF INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM 


1. And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem; the rest of the people also 
cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine 
parts, to dwell in other cities. 

2. And the people blessed all the men, that willingly offered themselves to dwell 
at Jerusalem. 

The Israeli officials were all living in Jerusalem, the Holy City, at this time; but 

now one tenth of the people from the other cities and towns in Judah and Benjamin 

were selected by lots to live there too. Some of the people who moved to 

Jerusalem were volunteers, and they were highly honoured. 

3. Now, these are the chief of the province that dwell in Jerusalem: but in the 
cities of Judah dwelt everyone in his possession, in their cities, to wit Israel, 
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8. 
qd: 


10. 
Ld 


the priests, and the Levites, and the Nethinims, and @the children of Solomon’s 
servants. 

And at Jerusalem dwelt certain of the children of Judah, and of the children of 
Benjamin. Of the children was: Athaiah, the son of Uzziah, the son of 
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel, 
of the children of ’Perez; 

And Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the 
son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni. 

All the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred & sixty-eight 
valiant men. 

And these are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of 
Ithiel, the son of Jesaiah. 

And after him Gabbai, Sallai, Nine hundred & twenty-eight. 

And Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer: and Judah the son of Senuah 
was second (in charge) over the city. 

‘Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin. 

Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of 
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of the house of God. 


[Note: Already now, we have the separation of the two Levitical priestly lines as 
prophesied. The Zadok priesthood, who are commanded by God to minister 
“unto the Lord,” and the Abiathar Priesthood, who are allowed to minister 
unto the people, but forbidden to minister unto God. If you want more 
information about this, please check in the appendix. | 


12. 


13. 


14. 


aon 


16. 


17. 


18. 
19. 


And their brethren that did the work of the house eight hundred & twenty- 
two: and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the 
son of Zechariah, the son of Pashur, the son of Malchiah. 

And his brethren, chief of the fathers, two hundred & forty-two: and Amashai 
to son of Azareel, the son of Ahasai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of 
Immer. 

And their brethren, mighty men of valour, one hundred twenty-eight, and their 
overseer was Zabdiel, “the son of one of the great men, the son of Haggolim. 
°Also, of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hashub, the son of Azrikam, the 
son of Hasbabiah, the son of Bunnui. 

And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the Levites, ‘had the oversight of 
Ithe outward business of the house of God. 

And Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, was the 
principal, to begin the thanksgiving in prayer: and Bakbukiah the second 
among his brethren, and Abda the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son 
of Jeduthun. 

All-of the Levites in the holy city were two hundred & eighty-four. 

Moreover, the porters, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren that kept the gates, 
were one hundred & seventy-two. 


Now the Israeli Officials were all living in Jerusalem, the holy city at this time; but 
now it was decided that one tenth of the people from other towns and cities 
throughout Judah and Benjamin, were selected by lots to live there also. 


# Ezra 2:55 © See verse 14; 1 Chronicles © See verse 19: 1 Chronicles 
> Genesis 38:29; (Pharez); 1 r 9:10-13 : 9:14-17 
Chronicles 9:4 [h]~ the son of Haggolim [h]~ were over 


9 1 Chronicles 26:29 
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Some people had already moved to Jerusalem at this time as volunteers, and were 

highly honoured. The following is a list of the provincial officials, who came to 

Jerusalem (though most of the leaders, the priests, the Levites, the Temple 

assistants, and the descendants of King Solomon’s servants continued to live in 

their own homes, in the various cities of Judah). 

The Leaders from the tribe of Judah: Athaiah, (son of Uzziah, son of Zechariah, 

son of Amariah, son of Shephatiah, son of Mahalalel, a descendent of Perez.); 

Maaseiah (son of Baruch, son of Colhozeh, son of Hazaiah, son of Adaiah, son of 

Joiarib, son of Zechariah, son of the Shilonite). These were the 468 stalwart 

descendants of Perez, who lived in Jerusalem. 

The Leaders of the Tribe of Benjamin: Sallu (son of Meshullam, son of Joed, 

son of Pedaiah, son of Kolaiah, son of Maaseiah, son of Ithiel, son of Jeshaiah). 

The 968 descendants of Gabbai and Sallai. Their chief was Joel, son of Zichri, who 

was assisted by Judah, son of Hassenaah. 

The Leaders from among the Priests: Jedaiah (son of Joiarib); Jachin; 

Seraiah, son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of 

Ahitub, the Chief Priest. In all, there were 822 priests doing the work at the 

Temple, under the leadership of these men. And there were 242 priests under the 

leadership of Adaiah (son of Jeroham, son of Pelaliah, son of Amzi, son of 

Zechariah, son of Pashur, son of Malchijah). 

There were also 128 stalwart men under the leadership of Amashai (son of Azarel, 

son of Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, son of Immer); who was assisted by Zabdiel 

(son of Haggolim). 

The Levite Leaders: Shemaiah (son of Hashub, son of Azrikam, son of 

Hashabiah, son of Bunni); Shabbethai and Jozabad, who were in charge of the 

work outside of the Temple; Mattaniah (son of Mica, son of Zabdi, son of Asaph) 

was the one who began the thanksgiving services with prayers; Bakbukiah and 

Abda (son of Shammua, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun) were his assistants. In all, 

there 284 Levites in Jerusalem. 

There were also 172 gatekeepers, led by Akkub, Talmon, and others of their clan. 

20. And the residue of the Priests, and the Levites, were in all-of the cities of 
Judah, *everyone in his inheritance. 

21. But the ’Nethinims dwelt in Ophel: and Ziha and Gi spa were over the 
Nethinims. 

22, The overseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi, the son of Bani, the 
son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha. Of the sons of 
Asaph, the singers were over the business of the house of God. 

23. For it was the ‘king’s command concerning them, that %a certain portion should 
be for the singers, due for every day. 

24, And Pethahiah, the son of Meshezabeel, of the children of *Zerah, the son of 
Judah, was at the king’s hand in all matters concerning the people. 

25. And for the villages, with their fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt at 
'Kirjatharba, and in the villages thereof, and at Dibon, and in the villages 
thereof, and at Jekabzeel, and in the villages thereof. 

26. And at Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Bethphelet, 

27. And at Hazarshual, and Beersheba, and in the villages thereof. 

28. And at Ziklag, and at Makoni, and in the villages thereof, 

29. And at Enrimmon, and at Zariah, and at Yarmuth, 


9 See verse 3 © Ezra 6:8-9 © Genesis 38:30 (Zarah) 
: 1Chronicles 9:2 q [h]~ a sure ordinance . Joshua 21:11 
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30. Zanoah, Adullam, and in their villages, at Lachish, and the fields thereof, at 
Azekah, and in the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Beersheba unto the 
valley of Hinnom. 

31. The children also of Benjamin *from Geba dwelt at Mishmash, and Aija, and 
Bethel, and in their villages, 

32. And at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 

33. Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 

34, Hadid, Zebaim, Neballat, 

35. Lod, and Ono, ’the valley of craftsmen. 

36. And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and in Benjamin. 

The other Priests, Levites, and people lived, wherever their family inheritance was 

located. However, the Temple workers (whose leader were Ziha and Gisha) all 

lived in Ophel. 

The supervisor of the Levites in Jerusalem and of those serving at the Temple was 

Uzzi (son of Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mica), a descendant 

of Asaph, whose clan became the Tabernacle singers. He was appointed by King 

David, who also set a pay scale of the singers. 

Pethahiah (son of Meshezabel, a descendant of Zerah, a son of Judah) assisted in 

all matters of public administration. 

Some of the towns where the people of Judah lived were: 

Kiriatharba, Dibon, Jekabzeel, (and their surrounding villages), Jeshua, Moladah, 

Bethphelet, Hazarshual, Beersheba (and its surrounding villages), Ziklag, 

Meconah, and its villages, Enrimmon, Zorah, Jarmusch, Zanoah, Adullam, (and 

their surrounding villages), Lachish and its nearby fields, Azekah and its towns. 

The people of the tribe of Benjamin lived at: Geba, Mishmash, Aija, Bethel (and 

its surrounding villages), Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, Hadid, 

Zebaim, Neballat, Lod, Ono (the valley of craftsmen). 

Some of the Levites who lived in Judah were sent to live with the tribe of Benjamin. 


CHAPTER TWELVE: THE HIGH PRIESTS & THE CHIEF LEVITES 


1. Now these are the ‘Priests and the Levites that went up with Zerubbabel, the 
son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 

2. (Verses 2-6) Amariah, %Malluch, Hattush, °Shechaniah, ‘Rehum, 9Meremoth, 
Iddo, "Ginnetho, Abijah, 'Miamin, /Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, and Joiarib, 
Jedaiah, 

7. *Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chief of the Priests, and of their 
brethren in the days of Jeshua. 

8. Moreover, the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and 
Mattaniah, which was ‘over "the thanksgiving, he, and his brethren. 

9. Also, Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, were over against them in the 
watches. 

Here is a list of the Priests who accompanied Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel) and 

Jeshua: 


2 [h]~ of f Th]~ or Harim (verse 15) K Th]~ Sallai (verse 20) 

sae Chronicles 4:14 9 [h]~ Or, Meraioth Compare chapt. 11:17, with 
© Ezra 2:1-2 " Th]~ Or, Ginnethon verses 24,25 

4 Th]~ or Melicu ' Th]~ Or, Miniamin ™ [h]~ the psalms of 

© Th]~ Or, Shebaniah i th]~ Or, Moadiah thanksgiving 
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Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, Shechaniah, Rehum, 
Meremoth, Iddo, Ginnetho, Abijah, Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, 
Joiarib, Jedaiah, Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. 


The Levites who went with them were: 


11. 
12. 


22. 


23; 


24. 


25. 


26. 


Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, Mattaniah ~ who was the one in 
charge of the thanksgiving service. 
Bakbukiah and Uno, their fellow clansmen, helped during the service. 


. And Jeshua begat Joakim, Joakim also begat Eliashib, and Eliashib begat 


Joiada. 

And Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan, begat Jaddua. 

(verses 12-21) And in the days of Joakim were priests, the chief of the 
fathers: of Seraiah, Meraiah, of Jeremiah, Hananiah; of Ezra, Meshullam; of 
Amariah, Jehohanan; of Melicu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; of Harim, 
Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; of 
Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; of Bilgah, Shammua; of 
Shemaiah, Jehonathan; and of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; of Sallai, 
Kallai; of Amok, Eber; of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethaneel. 

The Levites, in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were 
recorded chief of the fathers: also, the priests, to the reign of Darius, the 
Persian. 

The sons of Levi, the chief of the fathers, were written in the book of the 
chronicles, even unto the days of Johanan, the son of Eliashib. 

And the chiefs of the Levites: Hasbabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of 
Kadmiel, with their brethren °over against them ‘to praise and “to give thanks, 
“according to the commandment of David, ‘the man of God, 9ward over against 
ward. 

Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters, 
keeping the ward at the thresholds of the gates. 

These were in the days of Joakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and 
in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and Ezra the Priest, the scribe. 


Jeshua was the father of Joakim; Joakim was the father of Eliashib; Eliashib was 
the father of Joiada; Joiada was the father of Jonathan; Jonathan was the father 
of Jaddua. 

The following are the clan leaders of the Priests, who served under the 
High Priest Joakim: 


e Meraiah, leader of the Seraiah clan; 
Hananiah, leader of the Jeremiah clan; 
Meshullam, leader of the Ezra clan; 
Jehohanan, leader of the Amariah clan; 
Jonathan, leader of the Malluchi clan; 
Joseph, leader of the Shebaniah clan; 
Adna, leader of the Harim clan; 

Helkai, leader of the Meraioth clan; 
Zechariah, leader of the Iddo clan; 
Meshullam, leader of the Ginnethon clan; 
Zichri, leader of the Abijah clan; 

Piltai, leader of the Moadiah and the Miniamin clans; 


* Ezra 10:6 4 11:17, see verse 8 9 Ezra 3:11 
> See verse 9 © 1 Chronicles 25 
© 2 Chronicles 5:13 f > Chronicles 8:14 
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Shammua, leader of the Bilgah clan; 

Jehonathan, leader of the Shemaiah clan; 

Mattenai, leader of the Joiarib clan; 

Uzzi, leader of the Jedaiah clan; 

Kallai, leader of the Sallai clan; 

Eber, leader of the Amok clan; 

Hashabiah, leader of the Hilkiah clan; 

Nethaneel, leader of the Jedaiah clan. 

A genealogical record of the heads of the clans of the Priests and the Levites, was 

compiled during the reign of King Darius of Persia, in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, 

Johanan, and Jaddua ~ all-of whom were Levites. 

In the Book of the Chronicles the Levite names were recorded down to the days 

of Johanan, the son of Eliashib. 

These were the chiefs of the Levites at that time: 

Hasbabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua (son of Kadmiel). Their fellow clansmen helped 

them during the ceremonies of praise and thanksgiving, just as commanded by 

David, the man of God. 

The gatekeepers who had charge of the collection centres at the gates were; 

e Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub. 

These were the men who were active in the time of Joakim (son of Jeshua, son of 

Jozadak), and when I was the Governor, and when Ezra the Priest and teacher of 

religion. 

The Dedication of the Wall 

27. And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, they sought the Levites ?out of 
all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with 
gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singers, with °cymbals, 
‘psalteries, and with harps. 

28. And the sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both out of “the 
plain country round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of Netophathi; 

29. Also, from the house of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba, and Azmaveth; 
for the singers had builded them villages about Jerusalem. 

30. And the Priests and the Levites “purified themselves, and purified the people, 
and the gates and the wall. 

31. Then I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great 
companies of them that gave thanks, whereof ‘one went on the right hand 
upon the wall, towards the Dung Gate; 

32. And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah. 

33. And Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 

34. Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah. 

35. And certain of the Priests’ sons "with Trumpets; namely Zechariah, the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the 
son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph: 

36. And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and 
Judah, Hanani, with ‘the musical instruments of David, the man of God, and 
Ezra the scribe before them. 


9 11:36 © A box covered with strings, f See verse 38 
> 4 Chronicles 15:16; 2 plucked, or played with a 9 2:13: 3:13-14 
Chronicles 5:13; 7:6 jsPIRELUNE h 4 Chronicles 15:24 
_ 3:22 ' 4 Chronicles 23:5 
13:22,30 
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37. And at the Fountain Gate, which was over against them, they went up by °’the 
stairs of the city of David, at the going up of the wall, above the house of 
David, even unto the ‘Water Gate eastward. 

38. And “the other company of them that gave thanks, went over against them, 
and I after them, and the half of the people upon the wall, from beyond the 
€tower of the furnaces even unto the ‘broad wall; 

39. And from above the 9Gate of Ephraim, and above the "Old Gate, and above 
the ‘Fish Gate, and the /Tower of Hananeel, and the ‘Tower of Meah, even unto 
the 'Sheep Gate: and they stood still in the Prison Gate. 

40. So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, 
and I, and half of the rulers with me: 

41. And the Priests: Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, Elihoenai, Zechariah 
and Hananiah, with trumpets: 

42, And Maaseiah and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and 
Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers "sang loud, with Jezrahiah their 
overseer. 

43. Also, that day, they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: °for God had made 
them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that 
the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off. 

During the dedication of the new Jerusalem wall, all-of the Levites throughout the 

land of Israel came to Jerusalem, to assist in the ceremonies, and to take part in 

the joyous occasion, with thanksgiving, cymbals, psalteries, and harps. 

The choir members also came to Jerusalem from the surrounding villages, and 

from the villages of the Netophathites; they also came from Beth-Gilgal, and the 

areas of Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built their own villages, as 
suburbs of Jerusalem. 

The Priests and the Levites first dedicated themselves, the people, the gates, and 

the wall. 

I, as Governor, led the Judean leaders to the top of the wall and then divided them 

into two long lines, to walk in opposite directions, along the top of the wall, giving 

thanks as they went. 

The group that went to the right, towards the Dung Gate, consisted of half of the 

leaders of Judah, including Hoshaiah, Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, Judah, Benjamin, 

Shemaiah, and Jeremiah. 

The Priests who played the trumpets were Zechariah (son of Jonathan, son of 

Shemaiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Micaiah, son of Zaccur, son of Asaph), 

Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, Judah, and Hanani. 

They used the original musical instruments of King David. 

Ezra the Priest, lead the procession. When they arrived at the Fountain Gate, they 

went straight ahead and climbed the stairs, which go up beside the castle of the 

old City of David: then they went to the Water Gate on the east. 

The other group, of which I was a member, went around the wall in the other 

direction to meet up with them. We walked from the Tower of the Furnaces, to 

the Broad Wall, then from the Ephraim Gate, to the Old Gate, passed the Fish 
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Gate, to the Tower of Hananel, and went on to the gate of the Tower of the 
Hundred; and then we continued on to the Sheep Gate, and stopped at the Prison 
Gate. 

Both choirs then proceeded to the Temple. Those with me were joined by the 

trumpet-playing Priests, namely; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elihoenai, 

Zechariah, and Hananiah, and by the singers; Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, 

Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam and Ezer. 

They sang loudly, and clearly, under the direction of Jezrahiah, the choirmaster. 

Many sacrifices were offered on that joyous day, for God had given us cause for 

great joy. The women and children rejoiced too, and the joy of the people of 

Jerusalem was heard far away! 

44, *And at that time, were some appointed over the "chambers of the treasures, 
for the offerings, for the first fruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out 
of the fields of the cities, the portions ‘of the law for the Priests and the Levites: 
‘for Judah rejoiced for the Priests and for the Levites that °waited. 

45. And both the singers and the porters kept the ward of their God, and the ward 
of the purification, ‘according to the commandment of King David, and of King 
Solomon, his son. 

46. For in the days of David, and Asaph of old there were chief of the singers, 
and songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God. 

47. And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave 
the portion of the singers and the porters, "every day his portion: and ‘they 
Jsanctified holy things unto the Levites: and the Levites sanctified them unto 
the children of Aaron. 

On that day, men were appointed to be in charge of the treasuries, the wave 

offerings, the tithes, and the first-of-the-harvest offerings, and to collect these 

from the farms, as decreed by the Laws of Moses. These offerings were assigned 
to the Priests and the Levites, for the people of Judah appreciated the Priests and 
the Levites and their ministry. 

They also appreciated the work of the singers and gatekeepers, who assisted them 

in worshipping God, and performing the purification ceremonies as required by the 

laws of David, and his son Solomon. 

It was in that of David’s and Asaph that the custom began of having choir 

directors, to lead the choirs in hymns of praise, and thanksgiving to God. So now, 

in the days of Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, the people brought a daily supply of 
food for the members of the choir, the gatekeepers, and the Levites, The Levites 
in turn, gave a portion of what they received to the Priests ~ the descendants of 

Aaron. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN: ISRAEL SEPARATED FROM STRANGERS 


1. On that day, *they read on the Book of Moses in the ’audience of the people; 
and therein was found written, ‘that the Ammonite and the Moabite should not 
come into the congregation of God forever: 

2. Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and water, but “hired 
Balaam against them, that he should curse them: ‘howbeit our God turned the 
curse into a blessing. 

3. Now it came to pass, when they had heard the law, ‘that they separated from 
Israel all 9the mixed multitude. 

On that same day, as the laws of Moses were being read, the people found a 
statement which said that the Amorites and the Moabites should never be 
permitted to worship at the Temple. For they had not been friendly to the people 
of Israel. Instead, they had hired Balaam to curse them ~ although God turned 
the curse into a blessing. When this rule was read, all-of the foreigners were 
immediately expelled from the assembly. 

4. And before this, "Eliashib the priest, ‘having the oversight of the chamber of 
the house of our God, was allied unto /Tobiah (the Ammonite). 

5. And he had prepared for him a great chamber, ‘where aforetime, they laid the 
meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, 
the new wine, and the oil, 'which was commanded to be given to the Levites, 
and the singers, and the porters; and the offerings of the priests. 

6. But in all-of this time was not I at Jerusalem: for in the "thirty second year of 
the reign of Artaxerxes, "king of Babylon came I unto the king and °after 
certain days, "obtained I leave of the king: 

7. And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for 
Tobiah, in preparing a chamber for him in the courts of the house of God. 

8. And it grieved me sore: Therefore, I cast forth all-of the household of Tobiah, 
out of the chamber. 

9. Then I commanded, and they ‘cleansed the chambers: and thither brought I 
again the vessels of the House of God, with the meat offering and the 
frankincense. 

Before this had happened, Eliashib the priest, who had been appointed as 

custodian of the Temple storeroom and who was also a good friend of Tobiah (the 

Ammonite), had converted a storage room into a beautiful guest room for Tobiah. 

That room had previously been used for storing the grain offerings, frankincense, 

bowls, and tithes of grain, new wine, and olive oil. 

Moses had decreed, that these offerings belong to the Levites, the members of 

the choir, and the gatekeepers. (The Wave Offering, was for the Priests). 

I was not in Jerusalem at this time, for I had returned to Babylon in the thirty 

second year of the reign of King Artaxerxes, (though I had permission from him 

to go back to Jerusalem). 
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When I arrived back in Jerusalem and learned of this evil deed of Eliashib ~ that 

he had prepared a guest room inside the Temple for Tobiah ~ I was very upset 

and threw out all of his belongings from the room. Then I demanded that the room 
be thoroughly cleansed, and I brought back the Temple bowls, the grain offerings, 
and the frankincense. 

10. And I perceived that @the portion of the Levites had not been given them: for 
the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were fled every one back to 
“his fields. 

11. Then ‘contended I with the rulers, and said: “Why is the house of God 
forsaken?” And I gathered them together, and set them in their “place. 

12. Then brought all-of Judah ‘the tithe of the corn and the new wine, and the 
olive oil unto the ‘treasuries. 

13. And 9I made treasurers of the "treasuries. Shelemiah, the priest, and Zadok, 
the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and ‘next to them was Hanan the son 
of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for they were counted ‘faithful, and ‘their 
office was to distribute unto their brethren. 

14. 'Remember me, O God, concerning this, and wipe not out my "good deeds 
that I have done for the house of my God, and for the "offices thereof. 

I also learned that the Levites had not been given what was due to them, so they 

and the choir singers, who were supposed to conduct the worship services had 

returned to their farms. 

I immediately confronted all-of the leaders and demanded; “Why has the Temple 

been forsaken?” Then I called all-of the Levites back again and restored them to 

their proper duties. And once more all-of the people of Judah began bringing their 
tithes of grain, new wine, and olive oil, to the Temple treasury. 

I put Shelemiah, the priest, Zadok, the scribe, and Pedaiah, the Levite, in charge 

of administration of the storehouses; and I appointed Hanan (son of Zaccur, son 

of Mattaniah,) as their assistant. These men had an excellent reputation, and their 
job was to make an honest distribution to their fellow Levites. 

O my God, remember the good deeds and do not forget all that I have done for 

the Temple. 

15. In those days, I saw in Judah some treading wine presses °on the Sabbath, 
and bringing in sheaves, and loading asses; as also wine grapes, and figs, and 
all manner of burdens, ’which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
Day: and I testified against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. 

16. There dwelt men of ‘Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of 
wares, and sold on the Sabbath Day unto the children of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem. 

17. Then ‘I contended with the nobles, and said unto them; “What evil thing is 
this that you do, and profane the Sabbath Day?” 

18. ‘Did not your father’s thus, and did not our God bring all-of this evil upon us, 
and upon this city? Yet you bring more wrath upon Israel, by profaning the 
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Sabbath. 


19. And when it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem “began to get 
dark before the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not be opened (again) until after the Sabbath: And 
some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should be no burden brought 
in on the Sabbath Day. 

20. So, the merchants and the sellers of all kinds of ware lodged without Jerusalem 
once or twice. 

21. Then I testified against them, and said unto them; Why lodged you “about the 
wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came 
they no more to trade and/or conduct any business on the Sabbath Day. 

22. And I commanded that the Levites should ‘cleanse themselves, and that they 
should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath Day. Remember me, 
O God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the “greatness of thy 
mercy. 

One day I was in the fields and I saw some men treading the winepresses on the 
Sabbath, hauling in sheaves, and loading their donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, 
and all sorts of produce, which they took that day into Jerusalem. 
There were also some men of Tyre, bringing in fish and all sorts of wares, and 
selling them on the Sabbath to the people of Jerusalem. 
Then I asked the leaders of Judah; “Why are you profaning the Sabbath? Wasn't 
it enough that your fathers did this sort of thing and brought the present evil days 
upon us and our city? And now you are bringing more wrath upon the people of 
Israel by permitting the Sabbath to be desecrated in this way.” 
So, from then on, I commanded that the gates of the city be shut as darkness 
falls on Friday evenings (the beginning of the Sabbath) and not opened again until 
the Sabbath had ended (at sundown on Saturday): and I sent some of my servants 
to guard the gates, so that no merchandise could be brought in on the Sabbath 
day. The merchants and the tradesmen camped outside of Jerusalem once or 
twice, but I spoke sharply to them and said: “What are you doing out here, 
camping around the wall? If you do this again, I will arrest you.” And that was the 
last time that they came on the Sabbath. 

Then I commanded the Levites to purify themselves and to guard the gates in 

order to preserve the sanctity of the Sabbath. Remember this good deed, O my 

God! Have compassion upon me in accordance with your great goodness. 

23. In those days also I saw Jews that °had married wives of ‘Ashdod, of Ammon, 
and of "Moab. 

24. And their children spoke half of the speech of Ashdod, and ‘could not speak in 
the Jew’s language, but according to the language Jof each people. 

25. And I contended with them, and “cursed them and smote certain of them, and 
plucked off their hair, and 'made them swear by God saying; You shall not give 
your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters for your sons, or for 
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26. *Did not Solomon, king of Israel sin by (doing) these things? Yet among many 
nations was there no king like him, "who was beloved of his God, and God 
made him king over all-of Israel: nevertheless, even him did outlandish 
women to sin. 

27. Shall we then hearken unto you to all this great evil, to ‘transgress against 
our God in marrying strange wives (from outside the clans of Israel)? 

28. And one of the sons ‘of Joiada, the son of °Eliashib, the high priest, was the 
son in law to ‘Sanballat the Horonite: therefore, I chased him from me. 

29. Remember them, O my God, "because they have defiled the priesthood, and 
‘the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites. 

30. Thus Jcleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the wards of the 
Priests and the Levites, everyone in his business; 

31. And for *the wood offering, 'at times appointed, and for the first fruits. 
™Remember me, O my God, for good. 

About the same time, I realised that some of the Jews were married to women 
from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab, and that many of their children spoke in the 
language of Ashdod and could not speak the Jewish language at all. So, I argued 
with these parents and cursed them, and punched a few of them and knocked 
them around, and pulled out their hair, and they vowed before God that they 
would not let their children intermarry with non-Jews. 

“Wasn't this exactly King Solomon’s problem?” I demanded. “There was no king 

who could compare with him, and God loved him, and made him king over all-of 

Israel: but even so he was led into idolatry by foreign women. Do you think that 

we will let you get away with this sinful deed?” 

One of the sons of Jehoiada (the son of Eliashib the High Priest) was a son-in-law 

to Sanballat the Horonite, so I chased him out of the Temple. Remember them O 

my God, for they have defiled the priesthood, and the promises and vows of the 

Priests and the Levites. So, I purged out the foreigners, and assigned tasks to the 

Priests and Levites, making certain that each knew his work., They supplied wood 

for the altar at the appointed times, and cared for the sacrifices and the first 

offerings of every harvest. Remember me, O my God, with your kindness. 


CONCLUSION: 


1. The Jews were trading on the Sabbath, even though the laws strictly forbid 
such actions. 

2. The Jews were not obeying the mandatory feasts and building huts on their 
roofs, to remember the 40 years in the wilderness, where God provided all- 
of their needs, and they had not been doing this since the time of Joshua, 
nearly 1,000 years before. 

3. The Jews were inter-marrying outside of the Tribes of Israel, even though 
it was strictly forbidden, and the Nation had taken an oath before Ezra and 
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before God, that they would put away all-of the wives that were from 
outside of the Jewish nation. 

. This made matters worse, because they had defiled their oath before God. 
They had lost the reverential fear of the Lord and the consequences of 
breaking oaths made before God. 

. SO now these are warning for the church of Jesus Christ! It is so easy to get 
lulled into a sense of comfortableness, and resist anything which causes 
you to have to change, even though it is shown to you in the word of God, 
that this is a requirement of the scriptures. 

. Jesus said that there will be a time AND NOW IS, WHEN THOSE WHO 
WORSHIP ME WILL WORSHIP ME, IN SPIRIT & IN TRUTH!!! 


. CHRISTIANS HAVE TO BE OPERATING IN BOTH!!! IF NOT ~ IT IS JUST A 


WASTE OF TIME. 
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APPENDIX: 


THE LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD 


Extract from my book entitled: Opening Heaven’s Gates 

Many people in western society have lost, or failed to understand the role of the 
Levitical priesthood. Others look and think -— it is in the Old Testament, so it does 
not apply to us, because we live under grace, not under the law. 


It is true that we now live under grace and not under the law, but it is not true 
that we should disregard what is written in the Old Testament, because it is a 
shadow of what is to take place in the New Testament. 


The Levitical Priesthood is no exception! They were ordained into this office to 
minister unto God — not unto man. They were to minister to God in the temple, 
whether there were any people in the temple or not! 


How many pastors (priests) do you know that would minister to empty chairs? Not 
many! 


In the following study, you will see that God sent an unnamed prophet to Eli (the 
Priest), to give him a message. This message is still relevant today, because 
the prophecy states it will be in operation until Christ comes again! 


So, this prophecy starts in the Old Testament and will finish when Jesus comes 
back — at the end of the “Age of the Gentiles.” NOW, have I got your attention? 


We are all commanded to be sons and daughters of the king; a royal priesthood, 
before the throne room of grace. How can we act like priests if we do not 
understand their role, function, and responsibilities? 


Notice the prophecy clearly indicates two (2) very different types of priests, which 
will be allowed to exist within the Body of Christ, right up until Christ returns for 
His bride. 


On the next page, you see the Levitical Line of the Priests. 
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THE ZADOK PRIESTHOOD 
Discerning the Difference between “Holy” and “Phony” Ministries!? 


The book of First Samuel tells us that an unnamed prophet came to Eli (the High 
Priest) with an awful message. This unknown man delivered an amazing prophecy 
~ one that has everything to do, with what we see going on in the church today. 


This divine word reveals much about dead, dry, ungodly ministers, and churches, 
that are in operation, in the world around us right now! 


The prophecy tells of two priesthoods that would develop and continue, from that 
day onwards, until the very end of time. Both of these priesthoods would be 
ministering in the church. One would be cursed with abominable shame; but the 
other would be a ministry after God's own heart! 


The unnamed prophet tells Eli: “Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine 
arm, and the arm of thy father's house, that there shall not be an old man in thine 
house” (1 Samuel 2:31). 


He is describing a curse upon the ministry of Eli! But then he continues: "And I 
will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which is in mine 
heart, and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before 
mine anointed for ever" (verse 35). 


This prophecy of two priesthoods is being fulfilled today -- right before our very 
eyes. Indeed, both ministries are operating simultaneously, in nations all across 
the world! First, the prophet speaks of the ongoing ministry of a self-centred, 
backslidden, compromising priesthood. He describes those priests who are “of 
the spirit of Eli,” mentioning two specific things: 
1. Priests who please man more than God! 

a. Such priests are “people-pleasers,” more than “pleasers of God.” 
"Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering ...and honour 
thy sons above me..." (verse 29). 

b. Eli was soft on sin! He never made any decisions that would offend his 
two sons. Only once, in over fifty years of ministry, did Eli correct them. 
They had been committing adultery, raping women, committing the 
vilest of acts. Yet even then, all Eli could say to them was, "Why do you 
do this?" 

c. This man had no righteous indignation! He was not “a keeper of the 
Law.” He never shared God's wrath and hatred toward sin. He 
represents a priesthood of ministers who are afraid to reprove God's 
family, that is - the congregation today! 

d. Unfortunately, there are churches today that you can attend for 
up to a year, and yet never hear one word of reproof. A church 
could be totally corrupted -- half of the congregation divorcing, adultery 
rampant, teenagers sleeping around, children unruly! 


* This is an excerpt from 
an article by David 
Wilkerson, July 25, 1994 
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e. The whole congregation has been given over to pleasure(s), or sports, 
or other forms of entertainment -- but there is never a word of 
correction from the pulpit! 

f. Instead, the pastor caters to the people's weaknesses ~ and cravings. 
He is afraid to offend anyone -- afraid the offerings will go down 
and he'll lose his income. 


This is the first characteristic of the evil ministry developing in Eli's soul. And it is 
the mark of every ongoing compromising priesthood of today! 


They cater to their own needs and comfort rather than give themselves 
toward the needs of the flock. “They ... make (themselves) fat, with the chief 
(or best portion) of all the offerings of Israel, my people" (verse 29). 


When the people brought the meat offering to the priest, it was supposed to go 
into the seething pot to be boiled. Afterwards, the priest dipped a three-pronged 
hook into the pot, and whatever came out on the hook went onto his table. 


But Eli's two sons didn't want the boiled, sodden meat. They wanted the red, raw 
filet mignon! So, they brought their father the prime cuts. There was no sodden 
flesh on his table. That's how Eli got fat, lazy, careless. If he would have dealt with 
his sons, he might have lost his filet mignon! 


Eli was concerned with his own interests, his own table. And that is what is 
happening in many dying churches today: 


The prophet is saying, "You are self-absorbed, Eli -- feathering your own nest! To 
you, the ministry means nothing more than food on the table, security for you and 
your family. You are treating this position as a “profession,” not “a calling from 
God”. You don't really care about the flock. You are more interested in what goes 
onto your table than in what goes into the people's hearts. 


Yet, you never once think about how your compromise and selfishness, brings 
reproach to God's honourable name. You never consider the people who watch as 
your sons steal the prime meat. You are soft on sin, afraid to reprove -- because 
you're consumed with things that make you comfortable!" 


The Unnamed Prophet Pronounced Three Terrible Judgments on This 
Priesthood! 


Every “so-called minister” who is of the seed of Eli -- compromising, soft on sin, 
concerned only for himself, will Know these three judgments: 


1. A loss of all spiritual power and authority. 


",, they that despise Me shall be “lightly esteemed.” Behold, the days come, 
that I will cut off thine arm [strength], and the arm of thy father's house. 
[inheritance]." (verses 30-31). 


To be "lightly esteemed" by the Lord meant, a loss of God's favour and blessing! 
It meant your work has had no impact against Satan's kingdom. Such a minister 
may be esteemed by others -- but in God's eyes he is a lightweight, someone in 
whom God puts no trust! 


God said, "You despise Me by not preaching My whole counsel. You're not a man 
of prayer. You're not concerned about My people, but only about your success and 
reputation. You just want to make sure there's a crowd. You have lightly esteemed 
My Word ~ and now I am going to lightly esteem you! Go your way -- do your 
own works. You are lightly esteemed in My eyes!" 


This cutting off by removal of God's anointing, leaves the Eli priesthood to busy 
themselves with helter-skelter programs - works of the flesh that looks good. 


It all sounds like important kingdom work, but God refuses to touch it! It is simply 
busy activity -- lightly esteemed ministries, undertaken by lightly esteemed 
ministers! 


2. They will be bypassed by the true anointing and blessing of God in 
the last days. 


"And you will see the distress of My dwelling, in spite of all that I do good for 
Israel..." (verse 32, NAS). 


In other words, "When I choose the time to pour out My Spirit, you'll be standing 
in ruins!" And that's exactly what is happening in Britain, Australia, and America 
today: Preachers are standing in churches that are dead, dry, and ruined! God has 
said to them, "I will pass you by!" This priesthood will be standing there among 
the ruins, as God blesses and anoints another priesthood, -- men of God who have 
paid the price! 


Right now, in these last days, His anointing is falling on those who have given 
their lives to Him, who are prepared to serve Him and Him alone, without any 
thought for their own well-being. The Spirit is laying hold of these praying, 
fearless men. 


But those of Eli's seed are being bypassed, -- left to play their church games! God 
is saying, in essence, "In spite of all I do, you will not see the good! You will not 
be part of My last-day, holy remnant. You are lightly esteemed, -- and you will 
go about your ministry with no real spiritual authority!" 


3. They will lose God's touch in the very prime of their life. 


",,.all the increase of your house will die in the prime of life" (verse 33, NAS). 
This verse is taken two ways. 


First, it was fulfilled literally when King Saul sent Doeg up to Nob, to slay eighty- 
five priests who were of the seed of Eli. But the verse also has a spiritual 
application: It is saying that this priesthood will look good up to a certain point. 
The ministers will be very active and busy. But just at the point when they ought 
to be at their best -- full of energy, power, wisdom, and holiness, ready to be used 
the most -- a spiritual death will take place. 


God is going to leave them! They will be left standing before the people as dead 
men, while in the very prime of their lives! Yet perhaps the most tragic of all the 
prophecies given by this unnamed man of God, is that this backslidden, 
compromised priesthood, would never be cut off from God's altars! The evil 
ministry would continue to the very end. 


"Yet I will not cut off every man of yours from My altar that your eyes may fail 
from weeping and your soul grieve..." (verse 33, NAS). 
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God will not cut them off! Compromising, spiritless, dead men are going to exist 
until the last days, when the Lord returns. But, God says, "What a grief they're 
going to be. They will be a cause for weeping!" 


It is the other ministry of priests that the prophet said God was raising up: "But 
I will raise up for Myself, a faithful priest who will do according to what 


is in My heart and in My soul; and I will build him an enduring house, and 
he will walk before My anointed always" (verse 35, NAS). 


This holy ministry is the “Zadok priesthood”! It is made up of faithful, holy 
ministers of God, who walk and live according to His desire — not their own. 


And such a priesthood remains to this very day! Everything that this unnamed 
prophet prophesied is fully illustrated in David's kingdom. David is a type of Christ, 
and Israel is a type of church. 


David had two priests who fulfilled these two prophetic priesthoods to the letter: 
Abiathar and Zadok. "And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathar, the 
priests?" (2 Samuel 15:35). 


1. Let Us First Consider Zadok. [Zadok's name means "one who's proved 
righteous". | 


"Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag... And Zadok, a young man 
mighty of valour, and of his father's house twenty and two captains" (1 Chronicles 
2 td 28); 


Zadok was the first young priest to recognize God's anointing upon David! 
Men were fleeing to David, coming from all over, to join his forces. Zadok 
recognized that the Holy Spirit had left King Saul. His ministry now was all hype, 
flesh, with no call or touch of heaven. 


And Zadok said, "I don't want any part of that kind of ministry. It's dead -- God 
has gone from it. I'm going with David, who has the Spirit's anointing resting upon 
him!" So Zadok went to David at Ziklag -- never to leave him for the rest of his 
life! Through every rebellion, Zadok stood with him, a man proved righteous. 
David had captured the priest's heart -- and Zadok never looked back. 


Thank God, there are men of God like this in many pulpits today. These are men 
of prayer, who are committed to Jesus, having walked away from all flesh, 
entertainment, and worldliness. You know it when you hear them preach -- 
because something registers in your soul! 


When others forsook David, Zadok remained faithful. David was running from his 
son Absalom, who had rebelled. And when David came to the brook Kedron, the 
Scripture says, "Now behold, Zadok also came... and Abiathar went up..." (2 
Samuel 15:24, NAS). 


Notice here that both Zadok and Abiathar are with David. Both are at the brook 
Kedron with him, and both go back to Jerusalem at David's order. 


So, while Absalom defiled David's concubines in full public view, and Israel went 
berserk with wickedness and revelry, two holy men stood in God's house -- Zadok 
and Abiathar. 
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And so, it is today! While the whole world is going to hell amid unheard-of 
wickedness, God still has His holy men serving at His altar. He still has a Zadok 
priesthood, faithful in all God's Word! 


2. Consider Now the Abiathar Priesthood! [Abiathar's name means "at 
peace with God.”’] 


He was with Zadok as they took the ark back to Jerusalem. Indeed, at this point 
in time, Abiathar appears to be holy, dedicated, devoted, and loyal to David. He 
will have nothing to do with Absalom's rebellion. He goes about his ministry 
looking as pure and uncompromising as Zadok. 


But why is he never mentioned in the Word after this? Why is he not named among 
the prophets? Why does his name die out? Something happens. Suddenly Abiathar 
is "lightly esteemed" -- and Zadok is made the example of the holy, remnant 
priesthood. Why? 


All those awful prophecies spoken by the unnamed prophet fell upon him. And _ it 
all happened quickly! The unnamed prophet had said that not all such kind would 
be cut off. Abiathar’s father and eighty-three other priests who wore an ephod 
were slain by Doeg. Only Abiathar escaped! He ran to David -- and the ministry 
he represented survived, which was according to prophecy. Yet just as the prophet 
had spoken, Abiathar -- the seed of Eli -- in the prime of his life and at the peak 
of his blessings was seduced by the call of success. He lost his place with God's 
anointed! 


You see, David had another son, Adonijah. His name means "success and 
prosperity." This young man pretended to introduce a "new move" into the land, 
by naming himself king. 


Yet it was only another rebellion -- not a move of God -- but a snare of Satan! 
This is the very ministry the prophet had warned of: “self-exaltation and success.” 
"Then Adonijah...exalted himself..." (1 Kings 1:5). It was self-centeredness, pride! 
Adonijah said, "I will set myself up as king!" This young man was raised under a 
ministry of "no reproof": "And his father had not displeased him at any time in 
saying; Why, hast thou done so?" (Verse 6). 


Notice here: Everything the prophet had prophesied of this kind of ministry had 
come to pass. All of the elements he had said would happen under this kind of 
priesthood were in this man, Adonijah! "And he conferred with Joab, the son of 
Zeruiah..." (verse 7). 


Adonijah surrounded himself with ungodly men! There was not a holy man among 
them -- not Zadok, not Nathan, not any faithful men of David (see verse 8). 


Scripture says that this group met at "the stone of Zoheleth" -- which means 
"place of the serpent." This was a group of self-serving, Success-driven, ego- 
stroking rebels. 


They cried out: "Here is something new, something that works! Away with David's 
old, worn-out ways. God is doing a new thing in the land!" 


Up to that point, Abiathar had been loyal to David. But now the word was out: 
"There's a new move taking place -- some great, new thing happening in the land. 
And it's very exciting!" It grabbed the heart of Abiathar -- because it looked like a 
ticket to success and prosperity. Now he could make it! He had found a new man 
and a new message. BUT IS WAS SATAN’S TRAP & HE FELL RIGHT INTO IT! 
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I meet many people who come to this country from places in Europe, Africa, and 
Asia where churches are dying. They hear about some new work happening in the 
churches here, and they become hungry to see it happen in their church - “a new 
move of God.” 


Once, when I was overseas, I told one pastor friend, "You and your wife used to 
be on your faces continually, weeping before God. That's why your church was so 
blessed. But you've gotten so busy, you don't know God anymore!" This couple 
began to weep, crying, "You're right!" But instead of repenting, they went to 
America -- looking for some new program that might make their ministry work! 


That is the ministry of Abiathar! He got caught up in a fleshly, ungodly work of 
Satan. And he gathered with the others at the stone of Satan, eating, drinking, 
and shouting, "Long live King Adonijah!" 


When David was told about it, he cried out, "Get me Nathan, the Prophet!" You 
see, when God wants to do something that really counts for His eternal purposes, 
He calls on those who have been shut in with him. David is a type of Christ here. 
And he cried, "Forget Abiathar. Go get Nathan, the Prophet! I lightly esteem 
Abiathar. Tell Nathan to get the trumpet and the oil, and to go anoint Solomon to 
be king over Israel!" 


So, Solomon was anointed king. And the first thing he did was to kill Shimei, who 
cursed David. Then he began dealing with all of David's enemies -- and he called 
forth Abiathar. 


"So, Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the Lord; that he might 
fulfil the word of the Lord, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh" 
(verse 2:27). 


The Eli priesthood is still here today! But God says to their kind, "Go, do your own 
thing. I lightly esteem you!" 


3. Ezekiel Understood the Prophetic ~ The Importance of These Two 
Priesthoods! 


Both the Zadok and Abiathar priesthoods were operating in Ezekiel's day. And, 
like the unnamed prophet, Ezekiel prophesied they both would flow, as two 
streams of ministry to the very end: "...mark well the entering in of the house, 
with every going forth of the sanctuary" (Ezekiel 44:5). 


God was telling Ezekiel, "Stand at My house and see all the people coming and 
going. Discern all the activities going on here. It's all an abomination! They're 
bringing strangers and foreigners into My house to defile it!" 


Likewise, today, the abominations going on in churches are so horrible, God is 
saying, "Enough -- I've had it!" Ungodly ministers have brought into the holy 
sanctuary rock-and-roll, entertainment, utter foolishness, singers who use drugs 
and alcohol, and don't even know Christ, or what He stands for. 
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These people stand ministering in the pulpit, and the congregations don't even 
know the difference! "And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but 
ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves" (Ezekiel 44:8). 


He was saying, in other words: "You've brought in foreigners, people who do not 
know me, to keep charge of My sanctuary!" These were foreign elements -- 
wicked, unholy, unseparated, still of the world. God's house was being profaned! 


So, God appointed an Abiathar priesthood, to minister to a people, whose hearts 
were set on idols! The shepherds had strayed far from God. They were filled with 
the spirit of Eli, chasing fame and success -- and the people loved to have it so! 
Thus, God appointed idolatrous priests to give the people what they wanted. "Like 
people, like priest!" "Yet I will appoint them to keep charge of the house of all its 
service, and of all that shall be done in it" (verse 14, NAS). How blind such 
ministers are! 


God says of them; And they shall not come near unto me..." (verse 13). They 
stand in the pulpit lightly esteemed by God, full of self and idolatry, nowhere near 
to the Lord. Yet they go through all the motions: preaching, teaching, counselling, 
all the ministerial duties. But they don't know the difference! They have no 
discernment, no witness of the Spirit of God! 


Beloved, if you do not repent and surrender all to Jesus -- if you hold onto an idol 
in your heart -- you will end up listening to a minister who preaches to your 
idolatry! 


God made a promise in His Word that if His people would repent and 
return to Him with all their hearts, He would raise up for them Zadok 
Shepherds! 


"Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord... and I will bring you to Zion: and I 
will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding" (Jeremiah 3:14-15). 


There will be no mixture in this priesthood: "...they shall be clothed with linen 
garments; and no wool shall come upon them, while they minister..." (verse 17). 
Wool mixed with linen represents mixture -- a little bit of God and a little bit of 
flesh. But God says, "My priesthood is made of pure linen. There is no mixture!" 


This Zadok priesthood will be fearless against sin -- and will have the power to 
lead people into righteousness and holiness. 


"And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the profane, 
and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean" (verse 23). 
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These are the marks of the Zadok priesthood: 


1. They are not afraid to reprove with the power and authority of the Holy 
Ghost. 

2. They make clear to you what wrong and right are, until you gain the 
knowledge and wisdom to make right choices yourselves. 

3. These men know and recognise the voice of the Lord. They know what & 
when God speaks, because they sit and wait on Him! They don't pray, "Bless 
me, bless my programs, give me money..." Rather, they cry out: "Oh, 
Jesus, I love you! I want to know Your mind and Your heart!" “Show me 
Your ways, Oh Lord, and give me the strength to follow this path, until the 
end.” 


You may be saying, "It's good to know all this about preachers." But God is saying 
to you right now: "What about you?" 


Scripture says, "(He) hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever..." (Revelation 1:6). 


So, I ask you: Which priesthood best describes your walk with God? 
Are you of Zadok? Or of Abiathar? 


Are you self-centred -- running around to conventions and seminars, looking for 
comforting answers? Or do you receive reproof with joy, knowing that God wants 
to cut the cancer of sin out of you, in order to heal you? 


Do you buy tape after tape of some evangelist, to try to get a word from heaven? 
Or are you learning to discern God's voice for yourself, by giving quality time to 
Him in the secret closet, in prayer and fasting, seeking God’s face? 


Everyone who lives by the name of Jesus should be learning to hear God's voice. 
He wants you to hear His word in your own heart! If you learn that, you can 
go to any church anywhere, and know within five minutes, if the Spirit of the Lord 
is there. If it's really Zadok, your hands will go up in the air. You'll say, "I'm 
hearing something good. Something is registering in my soul. This is God!" 


Or -- you will discern what is of Abiathar. And it will make you sick to your 
stomach! You will flee, because you cannot stand the stench of this flesh! 


THE SONS OF ZADOK 


Everyone knew that the Sons of Zadok were different. There is a clear path 
explaining how man is to minister to God, and what He requires of this ministry. 
In this day, we are challenged to examine our faith and belief structure, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and in light of the Word. The King-Priest blessings are 
framed in powerful perspective, along with the demand for righteousness and 
holiness. It's time to release the Sons of Zadok! 


Sons of Zadok minister under the great High Priest, Jesus. Only the Sons of Zadok 
were to minister unto God. Eli ministered unto the people. Zadok ministered 
unto God. 

Who Are the Sons of Zadok? 

Few people even believe that God needed ministering to, or that no one would 
know where to begin. Unmistakably, the essence of Ezekiel 44 was ‘what 
characterizes the person who may minister to God?' 

Ezekiel 44:14 was a pivotal verse, separating those who minister to the people 
and declaring who will NOT minister to God. 


Only the Sons of Zadok were to minister to God. They ministered to God through 
their sacrifices, their leadership, all the while walking in holiness. Their prayers 
were mingled with their anointed, sweet-smelling savour at the altar of incense. 
Their holiness exuded from their lives as they offered sin and peace offerings. 
People knew... they were different! 


Ritual was/is not observed by the Sons of Zadok: They entered/enter into the 
presence of the Lord during their duties. They taught the difference between the 
holy and the profane. They talked differently and they walked differently. Their 
lives reflected the purity and holiness of the Lord. 


Demonstration in the Holy Ghost and power is not the unusual but rather the 
ordinary for the Sons of Zadok. Only the Sons of Zadok (righteousness) could 
come before the Lord and minister unto Him. Those who walk in holiness 
compromising no aspect of Word or walk, and who teach the people to be holy - 
qualify. 


To minister to God begins with clean hands and a pure heart! 


It's, rewards are different; instead of accolades from men, the Sons of Zadok find 
accolades from the Lord. His Presence ensures that peace reigns and ‘every 
dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs' (Ez. 44:29) Peace will rest upon the 
congregant’s houses, as they minister to them holiness and the way of the Lord. 


Will you continue to be what you have been, or will you become a Son of Zadok? 
There is no middle ground: either you are a Son of Zadok, or you are not. That is 
why it is necessary to know what is and what is not related to the Sons of Zadok. 


What it means to be a Son of Zadok speaks of the “baptism of fire” by the Holy 
Spirit. The sensitivity to the Spirit of God and about determination to have Jesus 
as my 'only' Lord. 

(Ezekiel 44). "Who will ascend into the Presence of the Lord or who shall stand in 
His Holy Place?" Psalm 24:3. Its rewards are different -- instead of accolades from 
men, Sons of Zadok find accolades from the Lord through His Presence (Ezekiel 
44:29). Sensitivity to the Spirit of God and determination to have Jesus as their 
only Lord is their secret and power. 


Demonstration in the Holy Ghost and power is not the “unusual,” but rather the 
“ordinary” for the Sons of Zadok. They minister to God through their sacrifices 
and their leadership, all the while walking in holiness. Their prayers are mingled 
with their sacrifices (worship). The Earth Splits with The Sound. 

1 Samuel 1-4 tells us that the Sons of Eli represents the “flesh-religion”, set apart 
from God; but the Sons of Zadok represent a spiritual heritage, based on intimacy 
with God. 
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That which is precious to Eli (the system) is its people and its goods. That which 
is precious to the Sons of Zadok are their vows to God, and they have one rule -- 
they must obey the voice of the Lord in all things (Zechariah 6:15). 


Righteousness and “rejection of the system” characterize the Sons of Zadok. Eli 
ministers to the people and Zadok ministers to the Lord. 


The system always substitutes something, to take the place of, or modify the real 
thing. Righteousness is fluid like a river. 

Ezekiel 47 shows the origin in the Throne Room of the Temple of God. Sons know 
that one does not "take time to pray" because there simply is no meaningful time 
without it. We were made to commune with God. 


Religion/the system can only minister to man. In Eli's times, holiness was not 
emphasized. Zadok does not practice "being in" God's Presence, they just "live in" 
His Presence continually. 


Everywhere Zadok and his Sons find themselves, there is great honour and 
blessing. I Kings 1:39-40 says, "And Zadok, the priest, took a horn of oil out of 
the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon to be king. And they blew the trumpet; and 
all the people said, 'Long live King Solomon.' And all the people played on flutes, 
and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth split with the sound of it." Talk about 
the sound being released through their worship and intercession! We need to 
release the Sons of Zadok in houses of prayer and worship right across our nations 
today! 


Ezekiel 44:15 But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge 
of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come 
near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me 
the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD: 

Ezekiel 48:11 It shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the sons of Zadok; 
which have kept my charge, which went not astray when the children of Israel 
went astray, as the Levites went astray. 

Ezekiel 40-48 deals with the glory of the future kingdom that Israel will enjoy, 
once the nation is reborn (chapter 37) and her enemies defeated (chapters 38- 
39) at the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

Twice it is repeated that the sons of Zadok will enjoy special blessings and special 
privileges in that kingdom because they remained faithful to God, despite the 
apostasy and idolatry of the nation. 


Zadok was a priest who lived and served during the reigns of David and Solomon. 
He was of the line of Eleazer, Aaron's son (as opposed to the line of Ithamar; 1 
Chronicles 24:3) and became the fulfilment of God's judgment upon the house of 
Eli (1 Samuel 2:35) at the outset of Solomon's reign over Israel (1 Kings 2:27, 
35). 


As a young man, the Bible says that Zadok was mighty of valour (1 Chronicles 
12:28). He was not only a priest but also a warrior. He remained true to the Lord 
and the king when others were carried away by the rebellions under Absalom (2 
Samuel 15) and Adonijah (1 Kings 1). His progeny served faithfully in Judah's 
great revival under King Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 31). 


Because of this steadfast commitment, the Lord will richly reward Zadok and his 
sons, when Jesus Christ returns to rule and reign on the earth. 


There's an important practical lesson for us to learn from this interesting 
statement in the book of Ezekiel. 
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Just like Zadok and his sons, we find ourselves in a time, when God's people on a 
massive scale, are going astray. Despite the apostasy and the apathy and the 
ignorance and the lukewarm condition of today's church, God calls on us to stand 
fast, be faithful, and remain true to the charge He's given us. 


And there are ETERNAL blessings and privileges that await those who will answer 
the call. 


I believe the Sons of Zadok minister 'to' the Lord and not 'to' the people. Also, the 
Sons of Zadok will teach the difference between the holy and the common 
(unholy). 


Where Are the Sons of Zadok? [More than One Kind of Worship] 


Are you satisfied with the worship you are seeing and hearing in the body of Christ 
today? This is a question I heard the Lord speak to me some years ago. I did not 
have to think long for an answer, as I have now been in worship ministry for more 
than 50 years. I had been very unsatisfied with what I had been hearing in 
churches and Christian meetings and on Christian television for a very long time. 


I knew that there was a higher place. A place where the true worship of the Great 
Almighty God could be experienced by His children who truly loved Him. We had 
experienced this type of worship in the meetings in Singapore and Thailand in the 
early 1980’s and longed for it to return to the Body of Christ. 


Jesus had promised in John 4:23, "But the hour comes, AND NOW IS, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father 
seeks such to worship Him". 


In saying this, Jesus made it obvious that there is more than one kind of worship. 
And further He stated that there is such a thing as “true worship” which is done in 
the spirit, rather than in the flesh. And He said the hour for that real worship was 
starting right then. 


Yet today, in the Body of Christ, I see very little of this type of worship. I estimate 
that less than 10% of all worship in churches across the nations falls into this 
category today, which is a pity, because where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 


Appearance of Worship 

Part of the problem is our great advancements in technology. Virtually, everything 
can be programmed now. And if you do not have a great voice, no problem. The 
right equipment can be make anyone sound good! 


I am not against the wonderful equipment that can be had today. I believe God is 
the inventor of it all. After all, we are told that Satan himself was created with 
tabrets and pipes right inside of him. (Ezek. 28:13). 


However, equipment can become the instrument that is used to mimic reality. A 
person can be made to appear to worship, when in fact his heart is not worshipping 
God at all. You can be taught to look right and sound right, 


Skill has become more important than anointing in a lot of our services. But I still 


believe it is not by might, nor by power but by My Spirit, says the Lord. _ 
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Horizontal Worship 

In the Old Testament, there is a bit of information about a man called Zadok. Now 
the name Zadok means "righteous". It means, just, or to make right in a moral 
sense. Zadok and his sons were priests but they belonged to a special order of the 
priestly calling. These men were men of great integrity, who were deeply 
committed to the call of God on their lives to worship Him who had called them. 


They were sanctified and consecrated to the work that the Lord had called 
them to do. 


In Ezek. 48:11 the Word says, 'It shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the 
sons of Zadok, which have kept My charge, which went not astray when the 
children of Israel went astray, as the Levites went astray." 


The Levites were called to minister to the house of the Lord. Their responsibility 
was to care for the holy things and for the tabernacle itself. But the sons of 
Zadok had a different calling. They were called to draw near to God 
Himself and to worship Him only. 


You could say the Levites were called to horizontal ministry. They ministered 
outward, in regard to the tabernacle and to the Jewish people. The sons of Zadok 
had a vertical worship. They worshipped upward to God. 


Horizontal ministry is necessary. It is not a bad thing. However, this ministry is 
‘'to' the people and not as much 'to the Lord.' The vertical ministry of Zadok is 
unique and it is a very high call to God Himself, before it ever touches the people 
of God. Both ministries are necessary. 


Zadok Anointing 

Most importantly I do believe the ministry of the Sons of Zadok is unto or 'to the 
Lord.' We are told in Revelation 1:5-6 that we have all been made to be kings and 
priests unto our God. Every Christian is a priest unto God. 


Yet as surely as there were those who were Levites and those who were sons of 
Zadok in Old Testament days, so there are both kinds of priestly ministry today. 
The reason we find ourselves unsatisfied with much of the worship today is that it 
does not come to us by the Zadok anointing. It is often ego driven and self- 
centred. 


But when you sit under a true Zadok anointing you will know it. Under that 
anointing you will find release from yourself, as you soar upward into the throne 
room of the Most-High God. You will become lost in His presence and will no longer 
suffer from the fear of man. It is under this great anointing that you will experience 
realms of His Spirit, seeing visions and hearing the heavenly orchestra and choir. 
In this anointing you will also find healing and miracles to flow because you are in 
His Divine presence. 


The worship that comes from a Zadok anointing will lift you higher and higher as 
you climb the Mount of Ascension, to where He becomes the very centre of your 
being. And at last, as you fall before His throne, you will know the satisfaction that 
comes from the union of God and man. In this place you know that He is satisfied 
with the worship as well. 
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The Zadok anointing doesn't have anything to do with technology, or voice 
training, or learning to play an instrument. It has to do with a spiritual endowment, 
an anointing given by God, and developed under His instruction. The worship 
produced under that anointing comes from the spirit of a man, touched by the 
Spirit of God. 


The purpose of the Zadok anointing is to minister to God. Yet when you are in the 
presence of that anointing, (even if you are not moving in that anointing yourself), 
you will be ministered to as well. For that anointing draws the presence of God 
and He is always so powerful and generous that when He draws near, you cannot 
keep from being blessed in numerous ways. 


This is not about laying hands on people, although I very much believe in that 
ministry as well. This is about the awesome presence of God as He Himself is 
drawn to His people, by true spiritual worship. 


This is not even what has come to be called "soaking music" for it has a prophetic 
edge, as God speaks to His people, through new song and the prophetic word, 
which is released by that anointing. 


I do believe that this wonderful anointing is going to be poured out upon the Body 
of Christ in this hour. Though we have travelled all over the world, I can count on 
one hand the number of people with the Zadok anointing I have known. Yet I 
believe it is coming. The cry of God's people for true worship is growing now. 
Surely, He will answer this cry from the hearts of His people. 


Are you ready to cry out to God for the release of the Zadok anointing to 
fall upon the Body of Christ in your church, your city, and your nation? 
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